ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Term 2 2017 Newsletter

For tickets please click here

ResourceSmart Schools Workshops Wrap-Up
The ResourceSmart Schools professional development training days held across Gippsland in March
were well received by the 26 teachers who attended. A big thank you to Inverloch, Stratford and
Morwell Central primary schools for providing the excellent venues.
The sessions focussed on Aboriginal Perspectives on Sustainability; Building Sustainability into the
Curriculum and Auditing and
Tracking. Tours of the school
venues hosting the days
provided an opportunity to
learn from other schools’
successful practices and areas
for improvement as well as
having attendees providing
their experiences into the mix.
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Does Your School Have a Hero?
Are you looking for an innovative way to engage your school with local
biodiversity? Finding out a species of plant or animal that needs your
schools help could be a great way of learning more about your local
environment.
Lowanna College has done just that with their Boobook Owl Project. The
school initially contacted the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists and found
out that the Bookbook Owl is indigenous to their area and lacked tree
hollows in which to live and breed. The school has swung into action with
the woodworking students finding plans for Boobook Owl nest boxes and
making them to put in local reserves.
The project has enabled different departments within the school to
connect to local habitat and will enable greater awareness of species that
live in the local environment.

To find out about local plant
and animal species in your
area you can talk to your local
Field Naturalists, Landcare
group or Biodiversity Officer at
Council or through the
Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning.
Your local Facilitator will also
help you connect with the right people.
After establishing a local species you can support, you then
need to find out more about the species to determine how
you can best do this. It could be by creating an area of rocks
and logs that supports species such as lizards or a frog bog
to provide habitat for a local frog population.

CSIRO Releases New Australian Bird Guide
The CSIRO has released a comprehensive guide of Australia’s unique birdlife – the Australian Bird
Guide. With illustrations of over 900 species of Australia’s avifauna, perhaps this is something for the
school library. Click here to be able to purchase the guide.
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Autumn Leaf Activity
Thanks to the Stephanie Kitchen Garden Foundation,
the following is a good art activity using leaves that
could tie in with the Biodiversity Module. It is especially
useful at this time of the year when there are coloured
autumn leaves for a colourful print, but it also can
highlight the difference between the non native
indigenous species and why they might loose their
leaves, versus our indigenous species of trees. For a
copy of the activity, click here

Habitat Game Available to Borrow
Steps to Sustainability Conference
The Gippsland ResourceSmart Schools Team has developed a new game, which you can use with
students when teaching them about habitat and biodiversity. The game is Gippsland specific and
includes animals and environments in Gippsland. Pictured are students from Bass Valley Primary
School, who recently enjoyed playing the game as part of their biodiversity audit activity.
The game takes between 15-20 minutes to play and can be borrowed by contacting your local
Facilitator. We can post it out to your school to make it easier for you to access.
The game is like a habitat based version
of musical chairs with humans removing
animal and bird habitat as they develop
their civilization. Students can reflect
after the game what habitats were lost
and the impact on the local species. They
can then look at their school
environment (and/or outside the school
boundary) to see where habitat for local
species could be provided. Some useful
books to partner with this activity include
The Lorax by Dr Seuss; Window by
Jeannie Baker; Uno’s Garden by Graeme
Base and The Last Dance by Sally
Morgan.

4

Special Bird (and Possum) Nesting Box Offer
Phillip Island Nature Parks (PINP) has offered a ResourceSmart Schools newsletter special buy one get
one free deal on their unpainted nesting boxes. The $5 nesting boxes
can be hung unpainted or decorated by students prior to installation.
There are two designs, one suitable for smaller birds like rainbow
lorikeets and ringtail possums, and a second suitable for larger birds
like sulphur crested cockatoos and brush tail possums.
The Nature Parks run a Saving Australian Wildlife program at $35 per
student, which includes entry to the penguin parade. If bird nest box
building is requested the students will make boxes in teams of 2 or 3
and can take the boxes home with them OR they can make nesting
boxes for the Island’s penguins (there is an order of 1000 to fill!).
For more information schools can contact Phillip Island Nature Park
at schoolbookings@penguins.org.au or Ph: 5951 2802.

Waste Special on ABC TV
ABC’s impending new series “War on Waste” could be a
good talking point in the staff room and classroom and tie
in with a range of curriculum topics. Key airing dates for
the series are:
• Ep 1. Tuesday 16 May – Food Waste
• Ep 2. Tuesday 23 May – Plastic Waste & Recycling
• Ep 3. Tuesday 30 May - Coffee Cups & Fashion Waste

Delivering Kitchen Garden Classes
On 6 September, the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation will deliver a one day training
session in East Gippsland for practical skills and experience on how to integrate a kitchen garden
program into the learning environment to provide students with pleasurable food education as well as
respect for the environment. The session, for existing and interested schools, will be conducted at the
Swan Reach PS. Click here to learn more
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New Cool Australia Material
Term 2 is a great time to observe the changing of the seasons. In lower primary, the Make an Air
Barometer Snappy Science activity will measure the likelihood of different types of weather. In upper
primary, use the ACT for Bees Love Food? Love Bees! inquiry unit to explore the impact of these
important little animals (ties well into the Habitat Game regarding a potential change to the habitat in
the school grounds to provide for animals, birds and insects).
National Reconciliation Week (27 May – 3 June) celebrates the respectful relationships shared by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians. Join thousands of primary and
secondary teachers using Cool Burning Lessons to explore traditional land management in Geography,
Science and English.
Introduce the La Trobe University’s Aspire Generation Taking Action Toolkit to your students. It will
encourage them to make a positive difference in their community through volunteering and
community service. National Volunteer Week was 8-14 May.

National Tree Day- It’s Not Too Early to Start Planning
While Schools Tree Day is Friday 28 July (National Tree Day 30 July), it is not too early to begin planning
your school’s involvement.
If it is planting some native vegetation or fruit trees in the school grounds, decisions need to be made
about what species and where they are to go. Plants need to be ordered and the ground prepared.
Participation in a community
planting activity will need to be
planned with the local council
(contact the Sustainability
Officer or Parks and Gardens)
or a local Landcare group or
farmer as appropriate. Many
Councils and Landcare groups
already have designated areas
determined for plantings and
tube stock ordered, but might
be keen to have assistance
getting plants in the ground.
It doesn’t have to happen on 28 July, so begin discussions and slot it into the curriculum.
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Awards to Enter
The Premier’s Sustainability Awards 2017 are open for submissions. There are several categories, one
of which is: Excellence in the delivery of educational programs and institutional practices that
contribute to a more sustainable Victoria. http://www.sustainabilityawards.vic.gov.au/education
ResourceSmart School Awards are open for submissions, which close on 31 July. The Module fields
have become very competitive, especially in the primary school categories, but don’t let that disway
you from entering and remember there are the Community Leadership and Student-led Action Team
categories that our Gippsland schools did well in last year.
Please ask if you would like us
to assist with writing an
application for either award.

Where Do They Go, When You Let Them Go?
We often see promotional balloons, given away at functions, accidentally escape from the holder, but
often balloons are deliberately released in memory of someone or an event. It seems a nice gesture
and they look great as they float into the air, but where is the thought as to what happens to them
when they no longer remain aloft.
Zoos Victoria and Phillip Island Nature Parks are involved in a joint awareness campaign and promotion
to change the use of balloons. Apart from the clips, balloons and string being a danger to a range of
wildlife species due to ingestion and/or entanglement, they all take a long time to disintegrate.
This link shows an experiment on the time taken for a balloon to break down in the environment:
http://balloonsblow.org/biodegradability-backyard-test/ . Some potential alternatives to balloons can
be seen here (this covers a range of release possibilities, but includes event promotions)
https://balloonsblow.org/environmentally-friendly-alternatives/ .
A discussion could also be conducted on the use of diminishing resource Helium for balloons.
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Terracycle Stops Waste To Landfill
It is estimated that 30 million toothbrushes and 70 million toothpaste tubes are used in Australia each
year. While these items can’t be recycled via the kerbside recycle bin, a company called TerraCycle
entered the Australian market in 2014 and in partnership with Australia Post, has made previously
‘unrecyclable’ waste recyclable, regardless of location, via the Australia Post network.
TerraCycle’s steps to create a healthy planet enables
schools to participate in a school community effort to
recycle toothbrushes and toothpaste tubes that would
otherwise end up in landfill.
Toothbrushes are made from plastic (made from crude oil)
or a combination of plastic and rubber for the hand piece
and nylon for the bristles. Once in landfill they remain
there indefinitely. Many however, end up in the landscape,
in our oceans and washed up on our beaches or mistaken
for food and consumed by marine life.
Bundalaguah Primary School collects and recycles used
toothbrushes and toothpaste tubes through TerraCycle’s
recycling program. The school collects toothbrushes, tooth
paste tubes and caps, floss containers as well as the
packaging for tubes and brushes.
Terracycle also recycles yoghurt pouches and Bundalaguah
hopes to pursue this recycling option in the near future.
The school participates in the Colgate dental health
program associated with Terracycle. The school receives
tooth brushes and small tubes of tooth paste, which are
distributed to the children, along with an oral health
focussed lesson. Bundalaguah also supply a toothbrush and
paste, to be kept at school, for those children who
participate in their breakfast program, so they may clean
their teeth once they have eaten breakfast at school.

For more details on TerraCycle:
http://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/brigades
And, if we want to stop using plastic toothbrushes, what
could we use? How about using a biodegradable bamboo toothbrush? Rather than being
manufactured of plastic, bamboo toothbrushes use natural bamboo wood for handles and
biodegradable compounds for bristles. Bamboo is a fast-growing, highly sustainable material with
natural antibacterial properties. http://www.newint.com.au/shop/bamboo-environmentaltoothbrush-3477.htm
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We’d Love To Hear From You and Your Students
Do you or one of your students have a story about your ResourceSmart Schools journey that you would
like to share? We’d love to publish stories about your school in our newsletter. This will also enable you
to tick of some leadership items in your ResourceSmart Schools modules.

Calendar
29 May - Climate Change in the Classroom – Tickets here
21 June - Premier’s Sustainability Awards Closing Date
31 July - ResourceSmart School Awards Closing Date
6 September – Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation Training in East Gippsland

ResourceSmart Schools Local Facilitators
Alison Taylor
ResourceSmart Schools Coordinator,
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City
Council and Bass Coast Shire Councils
Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Ph: 5633 3335

Brad Kijlstra-Shone
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
brad.kijlstra-shone@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Ph: 5633 3335

Nola Anderson
Facilitator and Assessor
Gippsland Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Nola.Anderson@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Ph: 5633 3337 M: 0448 172 882

Rebecca Lamble
East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council
rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
Ph: 5153 9500

Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator
Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
M: 0437 571 414

Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council
raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
Ph: 0429 172 889

Peter Collins
Latrobe City Council (Waste Module Only)
peterco@latrobe.vic.gov.au
Ph: 1300 367 700

