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NEWSLETTER - Term 2 2021
RESOURCESMART SCHOOLS OF THE FUTURE CHALLENGE
Are you ready to take the Challenge?

A Challenge designed for easy participation

The ResourceSmart Schools of the Future Challenge
2021 is on again this year; it’s a fun, educational activity
where students can create and share their visions for a
sustainable future.

The Challenge has been designed with simplicity in
mind: you only need a few resources (paper, pens and a
computer), and plenty of enthusiasm.

We encourage all Gippsland ResourceSmart Schools to be
involved as the Challenge is suitable for all students from
P-12 and is also a great activity for Student Action Teams.

To join, simply participate (in your own time) in three
short online sessions that can be completed one at a
time, or all at once.

The Challenge provides an opportunity for a high
degree of student engagement,
drawing on student voice and vision.
Students will have a lot of fun completing the challenge,
while gaining valuable experience in futures thinking and
action planning techniques.

Enter and be eligible to win $1000 for your
school!
Once schools have completed the Challenge, they can
enter the ResourceSmart Schools Competition and go
into the draw to win one of 15 $1,000 cash prizes to assist
their school’s sustainability journey.

Please feel free to contact your RSS Gippsland facilitator
to find out more about participating in the Challenge or
go straight to the source - Sustainability Victoria...

Key information

We look forward to seeing the fabulous Sustainable
Future ideas and vision your students come up with.

The Challenge is open until 11pm, Thursday 3 June 2021,
with the winners announced Tuesday 22 June 2021.
Schools can run the Challenge as many times as they like,
and it’s available to all active ResourceSmart Schools.

Photo and screen shot: Sustainability Victoria

by Alison Taylor
ResourceSmart Schools
Coordinator Gippsland.
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LAKES ENTRANCE SECONDARY COLLEGE - War On Waste Audit
A waste audit was undertaken with three year seven science classes at the Lakes Entrance Secondary College on 2 March.
The school does not have recycling in place except for five 240L paper recycling wheelie bins (which only had 1 kg of paper).
The College’s aim was to see what in their waste collection could be recycled instead of it currently going to landfill. The
school has 240L wheelie bins which, on the day of the audit, were found to contain a total of 44.5kg of waste. There was
also a skip bin on site which contained 200-300 kg of general waste.
Overall the findings were:
• 30% mixed recycling (water
bottles, cans, hard plastic food
containers)
• 40% soft plastics
• 20% food and organics
• 10% general waste (face
masks, dirty paper, other)
One bin was randomly selected
and emptied to be sorted into
different waste categories. It had
a total of 1.3 kg, which was from:
• Mixed recycling = 250g
• Soft plastic/rubbish = 400g
• Clean paper/cardb = 100g
• Dirty paper & food = 550g

Bin no.5 on the basketball courts was
three quarters full of empty plastic water
bottles. A simple zero carbon waste free
alternative would be students bringing
their own fillable water bottles or just
using the school bubblers.
Did you know?
A single plastic bottle can take over 100
years to break down in landfil.l.Not to
mention the carbon emissions from
transporting the bottles (often around
the world) and making plastic that is only
going to be used once.

Overall the most common items
were:
• soft plastics (including zip lock
bags which can be washed
and reused or swapped for
beeswax wraps or small lunch
boxes)
• plastic water bottles and cans
of soft drink
• food and paper bags
• disposable cups and face
masks
• thick bin liners were used
for each bin, so that’s 20 bin
liners going to landfill each
day.
by Rebecca Lamble 		
East Gippsland Facilitator
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ELLINBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL - Wasting No Time In Turning Green
Ellinbank Primary School has wasted no time in getting stuck
into sustainability in the 2021 school year. Deciding on a
regular time slot, students engage in both sustainability
learning and learning in the kitchen garden every week.
This term, the sustainability focus has been on waste. Starting
with a waste audit, the students have looked at the waste the
school produces weekly, and this has been used as the basis
for the development of an action plan for 2021 and beyond.
With the aim of reducing as much waste going to landfill
as possible, students have identified soft plastics recycling
through REDcycle, and the recycling of pens and pencils through
Terracycle, as two waste streams that require greater focus.
With the students keen to see less soft plastic waste coming
into the school, Nude Food school lunches are being
encouraged on a daily basis. To demonstrate this, a soft
plastic-free muesli bar cooking day was held. Students were
highly engaged in both the cooking and eating of the muesli
bars. Following this, students turned their creative skills to the
construction of rubbish sculptures, which is a fun way to learn
what items can be recycled and what items cannot.
Ellinbank Principal, Catherine Clerks, is thrilled with this new
environment and sustainability program.
She says that, “Having Simone as a Resource Smart facilitator at our school has certainly lifted the profile of Sustainability.
The students have engaged with the sustainability lessons and are demonstrating a greater awareness of the problem of
waste.

The students are taking action to make positive changes both at school and at home.
The lessons which Simone has conducted meet the curriculum requirements,
are sequential, fun and engaging.
Our students really look forward to her coming and working with them. We are so lucky to have an expert in this area to
support our learning at school.”
In each of the three remaining terms, the students will focus on the other three ResourceSmart Schools resource modules
– energy, water and biodiversity. Each unit will begin with an audit to establish a baseline. Once this baseline level is
identified, students can generate ideas that will form an action plan for their future work.
Implementation of the action plan will, in turn, result in a reduction in waste consumption, a downward trend below the
baseline, and potential valuable cost savings for the school.
by Simone Taylor
Baw Baw and Latrobe Facilitator
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WONTHAGGI NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL - Eco Warriors
A pandemic didn’t get in the way of Wonthaggi North Primary School’s mission
to reduce their waste going to landfill. Instead they got busy and created a
range of bins to capture their waste and sort it correctly. Along with recycling
and compost, students also introduced a Redcycle bin to ensure that all soft
plastics were being recycled as well.
Teacher Kylie Strickland has worked with the very active green team over the
past few years to get the new bin system in place. Firstly they undertook an
audit and then designed their new bin system around the results. Students
helped with the audits, label designs and education of fellow students.
Wonthaggi North Primary School has supported their large green team for
many years and it is an extremely popular activity in the school.
ResourceSmart Schools Coordinator, Alison Taylor has been working with the
school for the past six years and says,

“the students have worked diligently to reduce the school’s
environmental footprint and ensure that sustainability is
at the forefront of the schools program.
The students have been able to drive the momentum in the school which has
meant that it has not been up to one teacher to keep the program going”.
Now that the school has an effective waste system in place they are moving on
to looking at the biodiversity in the school with plans to plant out areas in the
school that are suffering from erosion.
by Alison Taylor
RSS Coordinator

GORMANDALE & DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOL - Rubbish & Recycling
The students of Gormandale & District Primary School have
been inspired to be more environmentally conscious and are
enthusiastic to learn more about the small changes we can
all make to be more sustainable.
The learning from our rubbish and recycling sessions has
helped students to be more conscious of using the correct
bins, and the reason this is important for our future.
All classes have now got rubbish, recycling, and food waste
bins that are monitored by our sustainability leaders.
by Raquel Harris
Wellington Facilitator
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Teacher Online
Environment
Network

IMPORTANT DATES
FOR YOUR
2021 DIARY
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland invites
teachers and other experts to join us to
discuss the successes and challenges of
being resource-smart at school.
Our meetings each term are the perfect
time to talk about the successes and
challenges you face in your own schools.

The Teacher Online Environment Network, run via Zoom web
conferencing platform, is free to join and allows ResourceSmart
Dates
Theme
Schools in the Gippsland region to:
27 May
Saving power at your school
• Meet, network and form partnerships with other ResourceSmart
schools in the region
19 Aug
Saving water at your school
• Share sustainability skills, knowledge and ideas with others and
encourage them on their school’s sustainability journey
11 Nov
Improving biodiversity
• Ask questions and seek answers about the Resourcesmart
program
To register email
• Receive free professional development on environmental topics
simone.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
• Network with and learn from specialists from other
environmental sustainability agencies
• Provide ideas for, and feedback on, ResourceSmart School events run throughout Gippsland.

LET’S GET SOCIAL - Like, Tag, Follow
SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT YOUR GREAT PROGRAMS, EVENTS
AND ACHIEVEMENTS
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland and Resource Recovery
Gippsland are keen to help promote the amazing projects and
activities schools, teachers, students and local communities are
doing when it comes to sustainability.
If your school is on Twitter, Linkedin or Facebook we would love
to like and share your ResourceSmart Schools posts.

@resourcesmartschoolsgippsland
@resourcerecoverygippsland
@ResRecGipps
Resource Recovery Gippsland
Resource Smart Schools Gippsland
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GRANTS, AWARDS, COMPETITIONS & PROGRAMS
2021 ARCHIBULL PRIZE

A NO BULL ART AND DESIGN CHALLENGE!

SHOREBIRDS
COMPETITION 2021
ANSTO is proud to host the Shorebirds Competition
for the fourth year. This unique environmental poster
competition is free to enter and offers over $4000 in
prizes for students and schools!
The Archibull Prize program uses art and multimedia
as a vehicle to inspire young people to investigate and
reflect on global sustainability issues through the lens
of agriculture and act at a local level.
The 2021 competition theme ‘Connect, Collaborate
and Communicate”' encourages students and
teachers to have courageous conversations about the
greatest challenges to Australian agriculture and their
communities.
The Archibull Prize is an innovative and fun cross
curricula future focused learning program which will
engage secondary school students in agricultural
and environmental awareness through art, design,
creativity and teamwork.
If accepted into the competition your school will be:
• Provided a blank, life-sized fibreglass cow for
students to create an artwork on or to use as the
subject of an artwork which focuses on your area
of investigation.
•

Paired with a Young Farming Champion who will
share their journey in agriculture and work with
the students throughout the duration of the
project.

•

Provided with opportunities for teachers to attend
tailored professional learning events to support
their learning journey.

•

Supplied with industry resource packs and paint
kits.
Register your interest

Now open to Year 3 to 6 primary students across
Australia - enter through your school or as an
individual. The closing date is 6 August.
We invite students to create an ecotourism poster for
a local wetland or coastal area (or one in your State
or Territory) that provides an important habitat for
shorebirds and other animals.
Find out more

2021 Award
Nominations
Open Until 7 June
The VEEA awards recognise the inspirational teachers,
principals and education support staff who improve
schools and support children and young people to
develop the skills, courage and curiosity they need to
succeed in life.
Two new award categories for 2021
• Outstanding Early Career Primary Teacher
• Outstanding Early Career Secondary Teacher.
Winning teachers will each be awarded a professional
learning grant of $20,000.
Find out more...
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IDEAS FOR THE CLASSROOM AND REMOTE LEARNING
Junior Landcare

It’s a place for educators to connect and share
their experiences.
Junior Landcare has introduced new resources to help you
get the most out of the Junior Landcare Learning Centre.

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
Curriculum-linked education
resources based on real STEM
NEW-LOOK WEBSITE
The CSIRO has an Education and Outreach program
and they have just relaunched their website this term.
They have a busy new schedule planned that
includes new events, resources and inspiring stories
to enthuse your students.

The Educator Hub enables teachers and educators to
access real world Junior Landcare learning experiences
that provide opportunities for young people to be
aware, empowered, active and connected to their local
environment.
There are lots of great learning activities that can help to
build knowledge around the Junior Landcare themes of:
Biodiversity, Food Production, Indigenous Perspectives and
Waste Management.
Find out more

The new website includes brand new content, a
fresh new look and that’s easier to navigate.
To check it out head to CSIRO Education & Outreach
CSIRO DISCOVERY CENTRE
Two of the Discovery Centres programs are available
to schools as a virtual experience:
Ecology Lab: In this open inquiry workshop, students
are invited to design and conduct an environmental
investigation in their local area.
Discover CSIRO: Hear about some of CSIRO’s
remarkable innovations, enjoy a virtual tour of the
Discovery Centre, and meet our resident stick insects.
Sessions are available on Mon & Fri of term 2 for
years 4-10. For more information and bookings email
school.booking@csiro.au.

Free learning programs
for high-ability students
The VCE Masterclass series will support students across
Victoria to attend (via Webex) sessions to strengthen
study skills and techniques across a range of study areas.
Subjects include: Outdoor and Environmental Studies,
Biology, and Environmental Science. Find out more...
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HELP SAVE AUSTRALIA’S FROGS
While you’ve been spending more time at home, have
you noticed any croaks, whistles, bleats and barks in your
garden? After some of the recent rain, there have been
many frogs heard across Gippsland.
Did you know you can become a citizen scientist and
participate in FrogID, Australia’s first national frog count
created to save some of our most threatened species?
By recording a frog call with the FrogID app you can
discover which frogs live around you and help with the
count of Australia’s frogs.
Download the FrogID app...

Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to
positively profile and celebrate the strengths and
achievements of Victoria's government education
sector.
Education Week 2021 will run from 23-29 May and
the theme is 'Building Connections'. The theme
celebrates the connections between schools and
local communities and strengthens bonds with
families and carers.
Education Week is an opportunity for all primary
and secondary schools, higher education, and
early childhood services to showcase how they are
building connections with the community around
them.
Find out more

PARTICIPATE IN FAIRYWREN RESEARCH
With common names beginning with descriptors such
as Superb, Splendid and Lovely, fairywrens are beautiful
creatures that can be spotted in backyards, parks, wildlife
gardens and bushland.
The Fairywren Project seeks to bring these admirers
together under one common goal to better understand
some of Australia’s most celebrated birds.
By combining the knowledge obtained from past and
current studies of individual populations with observations
from citizen scientists across Australia, it is hoped to better
understand how these species vary across their range and
what this variation can tell us about why fairywrens are so
diverse and how they might change in the future.
Learn more about the research
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WHAT’S ON?
WORLD OCEANS DAY
THEME: THE OCEAN: LIFE AND LIVLIHOODS
On World Oceans Day, people around our blue planet
celebrate and honour our ocean, which connects us all. Get
together with your family, friends, community, and millions
of others around our blue planet to start creating a better
future.

WORLD BEE DAY
The main purpose of the events is to spread awareness of
the significance of bees and other pollinators for our survival.
Beekeepers and nature conservationists would like to ask
everybody to help improve the conditions for bees, thus improving
conditions for the survival of people.

When: 20 MAY 2021

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK
THEME: MORE THAN A WORD, RECONCILIATION TAKES
ACTION
This year’s theme urges the reconciliation movement towards
braver and more impactful action.
We all have a role to play when it comes to reconciliation, and in
playing our part we collectively build relationships and communities
that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories,
cultures, and futures. #MoreThanAWord #NRW2021

When: 27 May - 3 June 2021

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
THEME - GENERATION RESTORATION

When: 8 JUNE 2021

SCHOOLS TREE DAY
A great way to inspire your students to learn about the local
environment while playing an active role in their community.
Talk to your local Shire Council or local Landcare group
about joining forces to plant trees in your local area.
Tree Day activities can run on any date, you just need to
register when your activity will take place.

When: 31 JULY 2021

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK
National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of
science and technology.
Running each year in August, it features more than
1000 events around Australia, including those delivered
by universities, schools, research institutions, libraries,
museums and science centres.

When: 14-22 AUGUST 2021

World Environment Day 2021 will urge governments, industry,
communities, and individuals to come together to focus on
restoring nature as critical for reversing the loss of biodiversity and
sustaining a healthy planet. #GenerationRestoration

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL

When: 5 JUNE 2021

When: 16-22 AUGUST 2021

Since 1972, Keep Australia Beautiful Week has been
raising awareness for why we need to protect our
environment from waste.

click here
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State Government
Campaigns

YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORS
Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator
Ph: 5633 2744 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Peter Collins
Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste)
Latrobe City Council

Container Deposit Scheme

Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5662 9324 | M: 0409 924 555
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
Rebecca Lamble

Know Your Recycling

East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council
M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
Alison Taylor

Take Your E-waste to a Better Place

Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and
Bass Coast Shire Council
M: 0409 879 910 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Love Food Hate Waste

