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NEWSLETTER - Term 1 2021
RESOURCESMART SCHOOLS IMPROVES STUDENT WELLBEING
Returning back to school in 2021 after 2020 presents a
range of challenges to teachers. In particular, many schools
are focusing on improving student wellbeing and mental
health.
A study conducted by Sustainability Victoria in 2020 found
strong positive links between student wellbeing and
participation in the ResourceSmart Schools program. It is
worth highlighting this as an option for schools who are
looking at a structured approach to improving student
wellbeing.
In the study, it was found that being a ResourceSmart
school made students feel:
• happy that their school cares about helping the
environment.
• proud that their school cares about the future.
• safe and healthy, knowing that their school maintains a
clean green environment.
• motivated to care for nature, wildlife and the
environment beyond school.
• engaged and connected to nature by being outdoors.
• empowered by having a voice, taking action, and
making a difference.
Coronavirus left many students feeling disempowered and
vulnerable. By participating in ResourceSmart Schools,
students are empowered to make changes in their local
environment to address issues such as climate change
while also learning new skills in planning, advocacy and
project delivery.
For schools, ResourceSmart Schools provides a structured
program that is supported by experienced ResourceSmart
Schools Facilitators who provide training, individualised
support and resources.
Photo - Students at Araluen Primary School help with tree planting.

For many, participation in ResourceSmart Schools will be
an opportunity to rebuild and redesign how we live and
learn in our local environment.
In the study, ResourceSmart Schools school leaders
found:
• RSS helped schools to develop a positive school
community
• RSS supported the social and emotional development
of students
• RSS helped schools to engage with parents and families
• RSS helped to support students experiencing
difficulties
• there was a moderate or major direct link between
RSS activities and the wellbeing of the students and
teachers in their school
• whole-school wellbeing was improved, to a moderate
or major extent, due to ‘hidden’ benefits in the RSS
program
• 87% believed that it was of moderate to major
importance that the RSS program also explicitly
promoted student wellbeing.

Being a ResourceSmart School has given us
opportunity to make the world a better
place and safer to live in. (Year 7 student).
Main Study Katherine Dix for Sustainability Victoria
ResourceSmart Schools and Wellbeing
by Alison Taylor
ResourceSmart Schools
Coordinator Gippsland.
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MAFFRA SECONDARY COLLEGE - Waste Audit
Last November, a class of year 7 students at Maffra Secondary College held a waste audit to ascertain what sort and how
much waste the school was producing with the aim of implementing recycling in the school environment. The rationale for
this was that students already recycle at home so using the same bins at school should result in a consistent outcome.
The State Government has a clear plan to reduce waste to landfill to be implemented by 2030 and the Maffra College
students wanted the opportunity to do the right thing and for the school to take action.
Of 110 year 7 to 10 students, 100 filled in a survey with regards to changing the current bin systems and the majority
wanted or supported change.
Currently Maffra College has 31 240ltr rubbish bins that all go to landfill and a skip for cardboard and paper. On the day
of the audit, one day’s worth of waste was collected, each bin was between a quarter to three quarters full depending on
location. The waste audit was conducted on two random bins.

It was found that most of the waste could be recycled using a
		
combination of kerbside recycling, a soft plastic collection and organics 			
			
collection, with only a small amount waste ultimately going to landfill.
The students used the data obtained from the waste audit at an Environment Meeting to propose the case for a school
recycling program. The program was agreed upon, in principle, though it was decided that the implementation would be
deferred to this year.
When the student environment club starts up again this year, this will likely be the first item on the agenda.
by Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
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KORUMBURRA SECONDARY COLLEGE - Broadening Horizons

Broadening Horizons is a program that aims to change the way schools connect with industry and community, how
students are engaged and how young people prepare for the future world of work.
The students work with industry and community organisations on real world problems to develop with ideas and actions
to help with the problems identified.
Like everything in 2020 things looked a little different. The Broadening Horizons program needed to move into the remote
learning format. Burra Foods and ResourceSmart Schools were the industry partners for Korumburra Secondary School’s
2020 Broadening Horizons program, with both partners presenting their problem via Teams to the students.

ResourceSmart Schools asked the students to help with developing
				
online tools to keep students engaged in sustainability issues.
The students then divided into groups and work-shopped ideas with the ResourceSmart facilitator Lyndal Peterson. Six
groups worked on the ResourceSmart problem, with each group generating different ideas.
Groups looked at:
• A guide to construct bird boxes
• A guide to develop a veggie patch
• A guide to develop wildlife corridors
• How best to use Microsoft Teams to connect ResourceSmart
Schools across Gippsland
• A guide to develop a butterfly garden
• A guide to create and maintain bird boxes for local birds.
Each group presented their ideas and project in front of a panel
of industry leaders and school staff and the Year 8 student
body. They did a fantastic job delivering quality presentations
and speaking in front of a large audience, which was
challenging as well as rewarding.
by Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
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BAIRNSDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL - BugBlitz Bushfire Recovery
In response to the devastating bushfires last year Bug Blitz have
organised a bushfire recovery nestbox program and have invited
local school students to help.
Science students in grade 5 and 6 from Bairnsdale Primary
School constructed and painted 35 nestboxes at the end of term
four last year, and are now ready for Bird Life to install them in
bushfire affected areas of East Gippsland.
Schools in Wellington and East Gippsland were invited to
participate in the Bushfire Recovery Nest Box Program.
The following Gippsland schools are taking part:
• Araluen Primary School
• Bairnsdale Primary School ‘754
• Bairnsdale Secondary College VCAL
• East Gippsland Specialist School
• Gippsland Grammar
• St.Mary’s Sale
• Sale College
• Sale Primary School
• Metung Primary School.
With guidance from Bird Life Australia and donated materials
from Bunnings, the group are currently producing 250 nest
boxes (for lorikeets, rosellas and possums). The school
community will then assemble the boxes, paint them and
include a message on the box to the prospective new owner.
The nest boxes will then be handed over to Bird Life Australia
who will place them in bushfire affected areas.

The Australian bushfires burnt more than 12.6 million hectares,
		
impacting our native wildlife and resulting in severe habitat loss.
							
Many animals have been left homeless.
Two of the nestboxes made at Bairnsdale Primary School will be kept for their school grounds, and their new occupants
can be monitored by students with a special remote control camera on a pole by the East Gippsland ResourceSmart
Schools Facilitator, Rebecca Lamble (also one of the parents at the school).
BugBlitz have partnered with Bird Life Australia, Field & Game Australia, The GEO Group and Bunnings to coordinate a
‘Nest Box Recovery’ response program for school students. Bug Blitz are advocates for children and their right to explore
and connect to nature. They believe children’s wellbeing and mental health needs to be nurtured in such times and they
should be given the opportunity to contribute and give back to their community.
											
by Rebecca Lamble
											
East Gippsland Facilitator
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RESOURCESMART SCHOOLS GIPPSLAND YOUTUBE
Going from strength to strength, ResourceSmart Schools
Gippsland’s YouTube channel now features FIVE new
videos including our two most recent online teacher
training sessions.
Both were loads of fun and really informative. If you
were unable to participate on the day, the great thing
about YouTube is that you can now catch-up on the
training sessions when it best suits you (and subscribe).
Along with the training sessions outlined here, you can
also view and make use of others in the classroom:
Primary
• Zac and Billi Interview Ewan from Phillip Island
Nature Parks
• Bella from Gippsland Grammar in Bairnsdale Plants
Seeds
• Annabel and Ruby interview Kathleen Brack from
Landcare
• Ruby makes a mini greenhouse
• Alistair, Jade and Ruby interview Niamh O’Connor
Smith who is an organiser of the Student Strikes for
Climate
Secondary
• Mia and Macey Interview Food Justice and waste
campaigner Alice Mahar from The Corner Store
Network
• Macey and Heidi interview Anna and Taylah from
the Australian Youth Climate Coalition
• Heidi and Macey interview David Mawer from the
Energy Innovation Coop in Wonthaggi

ResourceSmart Schools PD
SEPTEMBER 2020 - SECONDARY
This training session features two
secondary teachers talking about their
exceptional ResourceSmart Schools
Gippsland programs.

PD certificates
can be issued to
those who view one
or both videos.
Please contact us
if this is you.

Judy Stewart from Lowanna Secondary College has been
involved with ResourceSmart Schools for many years and
recently won Secondary Teacher for the Year in the 2020
ResourceSmart Schools Awards. Judy is responsible for the
development of a wicking bed vegetable garden, energy
efficiency projects and the school’s Green Tradies Program.
Andrea Savage from Nagle College, Bairnsdale has
developed an Eco Warriors Year 9 program which works to
improve biodiversity across the school, including within the
Nagle rainforest project area adjoining the Mitchell River,
the East Gippsland rare and threatened species garden and
underneath the heritage classified forest redgum or Spirit
tree.

Both
• Schools Water Efficiency Program Information Session Ahlam El Halabi, Schools Water Efficiency Program (SWEP) Project
Administrator and Les Walker from DELWP talk about how the SWEP program can help your school.

LET’S GET SOCIAL - Like, Tag, Follow
SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT YOUR GREAT PROGRAMS, EVENTS
AND ACHIEVEMENTS
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland and Resource Recovery
Gippsland are keen to help promote the amazing projects and
activities schools, teachers, students and local communities are
doing when it comes to sustainability.
If your school is on Twitter, Linkedin or Facebook we would love to
like and share your ResourceSmart Schools posts.

@resourcesmartschoolsgippsland
@resourcerecoverygippsland
@ResRecGipps
Resource Recovery Gippsland
Resource Smart Schools Gippsland
5.

GIPPSLAND ResourceSmart Schools

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Teacher Online
Environment
Network

IMPORTANT DATES
FOR YOUR 2021 DIARY
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland invites
teachers and other experts to join us to
discuss the successes and challenges of
being resource-smart at school.
Our meetings each term are the perfect
time to talk about the successes and
challenges you face in your own schools.

The Teacher Online Environment Network, run via Zoom web
conferencing platform, is free to join and allows ResourceSmart Schools
in the Gippsland region to:
• Meet, network and form partnerships with other ResourceSmart
schools in the region
• Share sustainability skills, knowledge and ideas with others and
encourage them on their school’s sustainability journey
• Ask questions and seek answers about the Resourcesmart program
• Receive free professional development on environmental topics
• Network with and learn from specialists from other environmental
sustainability agencies
• Provide ideas for, and feedback on, ResourceSmart School events
run throughout Gippsland.

Dates

Theme

4 March

Reducing Waste

27 May

Improving Biodiversity

19 August

Saving Power

11 November

Saving Water

To register email
simone.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Climate
Classrooms
The classroom revolution is here.
Climate Classrooms provides free, easily accessible lesson plans on
climate science tailored to meet the needs of teachers teaching
Years 7 to 12 STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Mathematics) subjects. Lesson plans describe how topics from
the Australian curriculum can be taught using examples and case
studies related to climate science.

Want to keep up to date on global
positive environment news?
https://planetark.org/news
Everyday Enviro with Elise Catterall
Favourite sustainability podcasts

Find out more...
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IDEAS FOR THE CLASSROOM AND REMOTE LEARNING

We have made it easy and FUN for you to get the children
in your life involved in environmental sustainability
activities at school, at home or in your community.
•
•
•
•
•
Find out more

30-minute activities aligned to the school curriculum
Step-by-step instructions with background information
Useful links and resources for further information
Did you know? section with useful tips
Share your experiences with the online Junior
Landcare community.

RESOURCES TO SUPPORT LEARNING
Gippsland Water has a range of resources to support your
students learn about water. Topics include the water cycle,
water efficiency, water for health and sewer smart.
Find them here...
If you would like to register your interest for free incursions
from Term 2 and beyond, email communications@
gippswater.com.au or visit the education section of
Gippsland Water’s website...

Find out more
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Free learning programs for high-ability students
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria is a proud partner of the Victorian
Challenge and Enrichment Series which provides opportunities for
high-ability Victorian government school students to participate in the
innovative Designed by Nature Biomimicry Program.
This new STEM-based program engages students in the emerging
discipline of biomimicry (design inspired by nature). Students will
observe the tried and tested biological strategies and patterns of
nature and learn how nature can be used for design inspiration, and
problem-solving.
Enquiries and registration...

Veolia’s Future Resourcers free 6 week
program delivers sustainability education
to participating schools across Australia.
Using the principles of Education for
Sustainability (EfS), the program provides
education to primary and secondary
school students in a fun, engaging and
informative way.
This free 6-week education program
challenges students to develop a creative
and innovative solution, known as ‘The
Pitch’, with a focus on food waste in 2021.
Schools present their solutions, and
compete against other schools across the
country for the ultimate title of Future
Resourcers winner!
Registrations open until 19 March, 2021

Sustainability in Schools
Resources Portal

Free learning programs for
high-ability students
Join Environment Education Victoria’s Secondary & Tertiary Liaison
Manager Jorja McKinnon, as she takes VCE Enviro Science students
through a series of five FREE Masterclasses over the year, which
explore different areas of study relevant to exams.
Part of the Earth Ed Masterclass series, the full range of online classes
will support students across Victoria to strengthen study skills and
techniques across a range of study areas.

Australian Education
for Sustainability
Alliance

Looking for classroom-ready resources?
An easy-to-use portal to direct you
to high-quality education resources,
case studies focused on how to create
change, and information on how to link it
all back to the curriculum
– in an accessible, direct way.
Find out more...

Find out more...
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GRANTS, AWARDS, COMPETITIONS & PROGRAMS
Entries
accepted until
6 May 2021
The Zayed Sustainability Prize is awarded
to organisations and high schools that demonstrate
outstanding initiatives, assessed through the three
core criteria: Innovation, Impact, and Inspiration.
Secondary schools are encouraged to enter the
‘Global High Schools’ category for a chance to win
up to $US100,000. More information...

OTHER USEFUL LINKS...
WOOLWORTHS JUNIOR LANDCARE GRANTS

Local Government Community Grant Program

Open to Australian primary schools and early
learning centres. Applications close 19 March 2021.

Sustainability Victoria Grants & Funding

Find out more...

Grants Victoria Directory

BUNNINGS is committed to participating in communities by contributing to
local, regional and national causes, charities and organisations.

From grass roots causes to local sporting clubs, schools and hospitals, Bunnings
provides a wide range of support to a cross section of local community groups.
They do this in many different ways including their sausage sizzles, cake stalls,
hands-on D.I.Y project assistance, product donations, garden makeovers and
more. Find out more...
Make contact with your local activties officer:
•
•

Bunnings Warragul – Cherie Hall – warragulao@bunnings.com.au
Bunnings Traralgon – Jess Magnuson - traralgonao@bunnings.com.au

WETTENHALL ENVIRONMENT TRUST likes to

fund small groups where their grants can make a big
difference. Grants support projects that enhance and
maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian
natural living environment.
The trust’s main focus is citizen science, long term
flora and fauna conservation, and threatened mammal
conservation. Find out more...

THE ROSS TRUST provides small grants that focus

heavily on educational equity and biodiversity
conservation and work in ways that are most likely to
achieve positive differences in both areas.
To help organisations achieve their desired outcomes,
the Ross Trust offers small grants for up to $40,000 per
year for up to three years. Find out more...
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EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
The Sustainable Living Festival Goes Virtual
With the presence of Coronavirus still in the air, one
unexpected consequence has been the move of many
events online.
This means that those of us in the country no longer
need to travel to the big city to access events such as the
Sustainable Living Festival.
Running for the month of February, Victoria’s Sustainable
Living Festival is a melting pot of all thing sustainability,
and has a terrific line up of online webinars, including
the Learning for Sustainability Conference (Feb 26),
an annual event that offers professional development,
and networking opportunities for early years, schools,
and community members interested in learning about
sustainability.

Schools Clean Up Australia Day - March 5
Resources and lesson plans
The Schools Clean Up Australia website has everything
you need to organise and run a safe, easy and fun Clean
Up Event, as well as curriculum-linked lesson plans to
help teachers maximise the success of your day.
We also have a series of lessons to focus your student’s
attention on waste, water and energy topics by giving
them practical things to do as they learn.
Win a buddy bench! Competition
Are you a Clean Up Champion? Show the Clean Up
Australia team, and you could win a recycled-plastic
‘Buddy Bench’ for your school!

Featuring a keynote address from Dr. Karl on the 2021
theme of connectivity, the day promises to motivate and
inspire all who attend.

Simply make sure your school has registered for CLEAN
UP AUSTRALIA DAY and show the team how you and
your classmates STEP UP TO CLEAN UP for the chance
to win a recycled-plastic ‘Buddy Bench’ seat for your
playground.

The hosts invite you to engage in a workshop, hear from
education for sustainability providers, and listen to a
panel discuss local and global sustainability issues.

Get creative!
Contributions can be in the form of a drawing, a poem,
a photo, a video or a story. The Clean Up Australia team
want to see how you’re making a difference to the
environment.

The conference is a great opportunity for attendees to
connect with like-minded people, hear from experts in
the field, and gain ideas to take back to the classroom.

The entry judged the most interesting and deserving will
win a Buddy Bench from Replas, made of 98% recycled
plastic that will be delivered to your school.

Sustainable Living Festival

Clean Up Australia 2021

Learning For Sustainability Conference

Schools Clean Up Australia - March 5
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WHAT’S ON?
HARMONY WEEK
Harmony Week celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It’s about
inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.
THEME: EVERYONE BELONGS
WHEN: 15-21 MARCH 2021

WORLD WATER DAY
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
Clean Up Australia inspires and empowers communities to clean
up, fix up and conserve our environment.
THEME:
WHEN: 2 MARCH 2021 - business
5 MARCH 2021 - schools
7 MARCH 2021 - everyone

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY
On World Wildlife Day 2021, we will celebrate the special place of
wild plants and animals in their many varied and beautiful forms as a
component of the world’s biological diversity. #DoOneThingToday
THEME: Forests and Livelihoods: Sustaining People and Planet
WHEN: 3 MARCH 2021

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Take action to tackle the world’s water crisis. The theme
‘Valuing Water’ extends beyond the issues of pricing to include
the environmental, social and cultural value people place on
water.
THEME: Valuing Water
WHEN: 22 MARCH 2021

EARTH HOUR SCHOOLS DAY
Many schools all across Australia are passionate supporters
of Earth Hour. Teachers can download our free, curriculumaligned lessons to teach students about environmental
sustainability.
THEME: #Maketheswitch
WHEN: 27 MARCH 2021

CITIZEN SCIENCE MONTH

THEME: #ChooseTo Challenge

An annual event to celebrate and promote all things citizen
science: amazing discoveries, incredible volunteers,
hardworking practitioners, inspiring projects, and anything
else citizen science-related! This global celebration includes
events hosted by libraries, institutions, community groups,
museums, and individuals all around the world.

WHEN: 8 MARCH 2021

WHEN: APRIL 2021

A challenged world is an alert world and challenge comes from change.
How will you help forge a gender equal world? Celebrate women’s
achievement. Raise awareness against bias. Take action for equality.

SEAWEEK 2021

EARTH DAY

SeaWeek is Australia’s major national public awareness campaign to
focus community awareness, provide information and encourage an
appreciation of the sea. .

When life around the globe returns to normal, our world
cannot return to business-as-usual. Join EARTHDAY.ORG
& over 1 billion participants around the world and take action.

THEME: Ocean Literacy

THEME: Restore Our Earth

WHEN: 6-14 MARCH 2021

When: 22 APRIL 2021

click here

GIPPSLAND ResourceSmart Schools

Sustainability Victoria
Campaigns

YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORS
Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator
Ph: 5633 2744 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Peter Collins
Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste)
Latrobe City Council

Love Food Hate Waste

Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5662 9324 | M: 0409 924 555
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
Rebecca Lamble

Love A List

East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council
M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
Alison Taylor

Take Your E-waste to a Better Place

Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and
Bass Coast Shire Council
M: 0409 879 910 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Know Your Recycling

