NEWSLETTER Term 3 2020
GIPPSLAND

Supporting Remote
Learning

RESOURCESMART SCHOOLS AWARD WINNER & FINALIST
This year Resource Recovery Schools Gippsland has engaged with 90 schools across the region, supporting them in their
sustainability mission.
Firstly, the team would like to congratulate all schools in Gippsland and beyond who inspire their communities to act on
climate change by leading sustainability action. Secondly, we are proud to share in the success of two of our schools in this
year’s ResourceSmart School Awards - Lowanna College and Yarragon Primary School.
SECONDARY TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Gippsland teacher Judith Stewart from Lowanna College in Newborough (pictured above centre) was awarded Secondary
School Teacher of the Year for the state. Judith has enriched the sustainability activities she coordinates at Lowanna by
establishing interstate and overseas learning connections.
She championed her school’s campaign for the Zayed Sustainability Prize in 2019 and traveled to the World Sustainability
Expo in Abu Dhabi. Judith has also forged strong connections with community organisations, organising a Green Tradies
program with community volunteers and developing a student-led sustainability program linked with the Rotary Club of Moe.
The school’s organic waste collection and sustainability policy development was spearheaded by Judith, and she worked with
the Global Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) Institute to introduce a Climate Change Solution Pilot Program to the school,
which includes carbon capture techniques.
Coordinator for ResourceSmart Schools in Gippsland Alison Taylor said that, “this is a well-deserved award for Judith and it
has been a pleasure to support Lowanna in their sustainability journey over the past seven years.”
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ResourceSmart Schools Award Winner & Finalist (cont)
STUDENT LEADERSHIP FINALIST
Yarragon Primary School was selected as a finalist in the category of
Student Leadership. The school’s Student Environment Team actively
improved local biodiversity by collaboratively planning, researching
and fundraising to build a frog habitat. The Student Environment
Team ensures the area is well protected by reinforcing its natural
significance to fellow students in class and at assemblies. This peer
learning is enhanced by student-led frog bog tours.
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio helped announce the winners of the ResourceSmart
Schools Awards during an online awards ceremony and congratulated all Victorian schools for their contribution to ‘people
and the planet’ – the theme for this year’s awards.
Schools across Victoria were recognised for efforts to protect the environment, inspire sustainability action in the community
and reduce the environmental impact of their campuses. Winners were crowned across 11 categories.
ResourceSmart Schools is a Victorian Government program managed by Sustainability Victoria which embeds sustainability into
school operations, the curriculum and within the local community. It has engaged more than 1400 schools across the state to
collectively save more than $29 million and avoid the generation of more than 80,000 tonnes of greenhouse emissions.
For a full list of finalists and winners visit: sustainability.vic.gov.au/schoolsawards

RESOURCESMART SCHOOLS - in a time of coronavirus (COVID-19)
Alison Taylor - Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
As a result of current unpredictable circumstances, ResourceSmart Schools has diversified the way we deliver the program
to you. At present, we are able to visit you remotely (online), provide online content to you or your students either live or
through Youtube, and provide online coaching and mentoring to your student leaders.
Thank you to those who undertook our teacher survey, we now have some great ideas regarding the best way we can
support you and I look forward to announcing our online training for Term 3 (after school at this stage).
We encourage schools to keep up the momentum of the work they have done with ResourceSmart Schools as it can often
be difficult to get things up and running again. This can be achieved by keeping your green teams going and supporting the
leadership pathways for your Environmental Captains. You can also update your ResourceSmart Schools account with your
schools progress in preparation for monitoring your resource usage or submitting modules.
Conducting waste audits during coronavirus (COVID-19)
It’s important that we change the way we conduct waste audits so that students are protected. We have developed a new
way of doing these using photos instead of pulling bins apart.
Page 3 shows an example of how you can take a photograph of a bin and then colour in the various materials. Doing this
will give you a good idea of the levels of contamination that might be happening in your bins and you will still get an idea
of what items are problematic at school.
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Conducting waste audits during coronavirus (COVID-19) - cont...
1.

Photo 1 - before the audit was undertaken and as you can see there
is a problem with paper bags from the canteen ending up in the
rubbish bin instead of the paper recycling.
Photo 2 - post audit which has broken down the various materials
in the bin. This can be done with students colouring in print outs
of the bins and then estimating the percentage of each of the
materials in the bin.
If you take a number of photos the percentages can be averaged
across the bins to give you a broad picture of the contamination
rates in your bin.

KEY

RESULTS (approx)
•
•
•
•

2.

60% rubbish
15% recycling
20% paper
5% food.

Supporting Remote Learning
Your school will have advice and
support for you and your students
when it comes to remote learning,
but ResourceSmart Schools
Gippsland is keen to provide
a selection of links and online
resources to help.
Find out more...

LET’S GET SOCIAL - Like, Tag, Follow
SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT YOUR GREAT PROGRAMS, EVENTS
AND ACHIEVEMENTS
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland and Resource Recovery
Gippsland are keen to help promote the amazing projects and
activities schools, teachers, students and local communities are
doing when it comes to sustainability.
If your school is on Twitter, Linkedin or Facebook we would love
to like and share your ResourceSmart Schools posts.

@resourcesmartschoolsgippsland
@resourcerecoverygippsland
@ResRecGipps
Resource Recovery Gippsland
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RSS GIPPSLAND YOUTUBE
In Gippsland we have been working away on some
ResourceSmart Schools video content that you might be
able to use with your students, or just watch for your own
interest.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCWg6UkTbdFJBpYcnZ0GZF0Q/
Primary
•

Annabel and Ruby interview Kathleen Brack from
Landcare

•

Ruby makes a mini greenhouse

•

Alistair, Jade and Ruby interview Niamh O’Connor Smith
who is an organiser of the Student Strikes for Climate

Secondary
•

Macey and Heidi interview Anna and Taylah from the
Australian Youth Climate Coalition

•

Heidi and Macey interview David Mawer from the Energy
Innovation Coop in Wonthaggi

There is a call out to students who would like to record
an interview with John from BugBlitz, which will also be
uploaded onto the youtube channel. Please let me know of
any students who are interested – they might be from green
teams, garden groups, science class etc. Students could help
think of their own questions or we have a proposed script
ready to go.
Please get in contact to be supplied with a photo release form to make sure parents provide consent.
We will be adding to the videos over time so feel free to make any suggestions! 			

		

Sustainability Club Ideas Book
Here is a great little project created by Paynesville Primary School (shout out to
Laura), who have made a Sustainability Club ideas book for the school community
to access.
It’s made from scrap paper and located on the front desk, and checked by the
sustainability club who write a reply to suggestions.
It could easily be modified to be a ‘green team’ or ‘garden club’ suggestion
booklet.
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BUGBLITZ BUSHFIRE RECOVERY
NEST BOXES 		
In response to the devastating bushfires over summer, Bug Blitz
are kindly coordinating and organising a bushfire recovery nestbox
program and have invited local school students to help.
The Australian bushfires burnt more than 12.6 million hectares
impacting our native wildlife resulting in severe habitat loss. Many
animals have been left homeless.
BugBlitz have partnered with Bird Life Australia, Field & Game
Australia, The GEO Group and Bunnings to coordinate a ‘Nest Box
Recovery’ response program for school students.
Bug Blitz are advocates for children and their right to explore and
connect to nature. They believe children’s wellbeing and mental
health needs to be nurtured in such times and they should be given
the opportunity to contribute and give back to their community.
Schools in Wellington and East Gippsland were invited to participate
in the Bushfire Recovery Nest Box Program.
The following schools will take part:
Araluen Primary School		
Bairnsdale Secondary College VCAL
St.Mary’s Sale			
East Gippsland Specialist School
Gippsland Grammar		
Metung Primary School
Sale College			
Sale Primary School.		
With guidance from Bird Life Australia and donated materials from
Bunnings, the group are currently producing 250 nest boxes (for
lorikeets, rosellas and possums). The school community will then be
provided with a number of boxes which they will assemble.
Once a box is built, students can paint and include a message on
the box to the prospective new owner. The nest boxes will then be
handed over to Bird Life Australia who will place them in bushfire
affected areas in East Gippsland after negotiating appropriate sites
with Parks Victoria.
With BirdLife supervising the program, the boxes are made to a high
standard and should last for 5-10years after installation. BirdLife are
assuring high quality construction, installation and monitoring.
Schools will receive a certificate of participation to the Bush Fire
Recovery Nest Box Program as well as approved acknowledgment on
social media platforms.
“We are really looking forward to seeing the designs and hope your school sees the value in the program,” said John from
BugBlitz.
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Teacher Online
Environment
Network

PUT THESE 2020 DATES
IN YOUR DIARY
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland invites
teachers and other experts to join us to
discuss the successes and challenges of
being resource-smart at school.
This will also be the perfect time to talk
about the successes and challenges that
you face in your own schools.

Date

Theme

The Teacher Online Environment Network, run via Zoom, allows
18 August
Delivering Sustainability
ResourceSmart teachers in the Gippsland region to:
Programs Remotely
• Meet, network and form partnerships with other ResourceSmart
schools in the region
2 November Improving Biodiversity at
Your School
• Share sustainability skills, knowledge and ideas with others and
encourage them on their sustainability journey
To register email
• Ask questions and seek answers about the Resourcesmart program
simone.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
• Receive professional development on environmental topics
• Network with and learn from specialists from other environmental
sustainability agencies
• Provide ideas for, and feedback on, ResourceSmart School events run throughout Gippsland.

KNOW YOUR RECYCLING
If you’re like a lot of people, you might find yourself and members of your
household wondering which is the right bin to put things in.
Sustainability Victoria has some tips to help you save time and sort the
most common items that leave people scratching their heads.
5 Common Contaminants
1. First of all, always remember to keep your recycling out of plastic bags
and place your recyclables in your bin loose.
2. Soft plastics like bread and pasta bags – go into the landfill bin. Do the
scrunch test – if you can scrunch the plastics in your hand, they don’t
go in the recycling bin.
3. Polystyrene packaging – goes into the landfill bin.
4. Clothing and shoes – don’t go in the recycling bin.
5. Food waste – goes in your council-provided organics bin if you have
one or in the landfill bin.
As well as following these simple rules, you can search for specific items to
find out which bin they belong in by visiting recycling.vic.gov.au.
Get to know your recycling because what you do makes a difference...

Remember - check your local
council’s website for the latest
information about recycling
in your area.
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Climate
Change
Education
Network
Workshops

The Climate Change Education Network (CCEN) is a collective of educators that
focuses on climate change education research and scholarship, with ideas and
resources that will enhance your climate change education practices (K - 12).
The CCEN wants to work with you to find out what you need and to help you
unpack the complexity of our climate crisis.
Two FREE online and interactive workshops are being offered to teachers in
Gippsland,
Thursday 20th August 4.30 - 6.00pm
Online workshop where we will introduce ourselves, share some thoughts
about the climate crisis and how it effects Gippsland and generate some ideas
about how to educate students. Register...
Thursday 3rd September 4.30 - 6.00pm
Online workshop where we will play and engage with the ideas generated in the
first session focus on the grades to locate resources and share specific ideas.
Register...
Please register for each workshop separately, you are invited to attend either or
both workshops.
The CCEN is pleased to be working in collaboration with the Gippsland RCE for
this project. RCE Gippsland supports and mobilises education for sustainable
education across the Gippsland region.

Craig Reucassel takes on a climate challenge to reduce our carbon emissions and
understand where our energy comes from, how transport and travel emissions affect
our health and just what is the carbon footprint of the things we eat?
Fight for Planet A will entertain, inform and challenge our thoughts on climate change.
Craig will showcase how individuals, families, schools and businesses can help reduce
our carbon footprint by making practical day-to-day changes, especially in our homes.
We’ll meet five very different Aussie households, who will take on Craig’s “climate
challenge” to reduce their energy, transport and food carbon emissions.

3 PART SERIES
Episode
Aug
1. Energy
11th
2. Transport 18th
3. Food
25th
View Trailer
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GRANTS, AWARDS, COMPETITIONS & PROGRAMS
CERES
CERES provide a list of grants currently available to
schools, most in an ongoing capacity, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Telstra Kids Funds 2
Community Enterprise Foundation
DEPI Small Grants Program
Caltex Sponsorship Program
Inspiring Environmental Solutions - EPA
Community Funding Program
• Bunnings - Local Community Involvement
Find out more...

OTHER USEFUL LINKS...
Local Government Community Grant Program
Sustainability Victoria Grants & Funding
Grants Victoria Directory

OPEN NOW - GIPPSLAND WATER’S
NATIONAL WATER WEEK POSTER COMPETITION
Primary school students are invited to create an A4
sized poster reflecting this year’s theme
Reimagining our water future.
Our judges will be looking for how well you represent
the theme and how it relates to our region in
Gippsland.
Entries close 5pm 11 September, 2020.
Find out more...

2020 PEACE MOTION GRAPHICS COMPETITION
To raise awareness of the various themes of peace
around the world and expand the culture of peace,
the Sunhak Peace Prize Foundation is holding a
motion graphics video competition.
Choose a peace theme from the given list and explore
the topic and achievements of those who are working
to further peace in that area. Then showcase your
artistic and technical skills to create a motion graphics
video to share with the world.
Find out more...
Entries are open from 1 August to 31 August 2020.
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Aussie
Backyard
Birdcount
BirdLife Australia’s Aussie Backyard
Birdcount is scheduled for 19-25
October 2020.
Take the opportunity to register your
school for involvement and gain
access to materials and lesson plans
for schools.
Find out more...

Victorian Schools Garden Program is delighted that their Grants program will proceed this year. Now more than ever it
is so important that children are given the opportunity to learn the skills and joys of gardening.
Now is the perfect time to plan garden projects for your school. When things do return to normal it would be
wonderful to treat the outdoor space to some loving care and for students who have been stuck indoors to get
outside and do some outdoors learning. Entries are now open.
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The ABC has thousands of free
curriculum-linked resources for
school teachers and students!
Search by topic (a-z)...
There are also a host of
curriculum and environmental
learning opportunities to support
home learning.
Check out Mini Lessons
Don’t forget Behind the News
(BTN), a fun, accessible way for
primary and secondary students
to learn about what’s happening
in the world around them.
Take a look...
For Science Week, 15-23 August
Australia’s Ocean Odyssey...

Young readers eco-fiction for your school library
Middle and upper primary aged children will love to jump on Carl Hiaasen's
hilarious rollercoaster reads that feature animals that are wild and people that
are wilder.
This collection of books by Carl Hiaasen, including Hoot, Flush, Scat, Chomp,
and Squirm, all have ecology as their central focus.
Young readers will enjoy reading about the quirky and often hilarious
ecowarriors who engage in daring missions to uncover the bad guys’ dastardly
plans and solve mysteries.
Find out more about Hiaasen and in depth reviews of all of his books...
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WHAT’S ON?
NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY MONTH
As humans, we depend on biodiversity for sustenance,
health, well-being and enjoyment of life.
Biodiversity is ‘the web of life’ and ‘the variety of living
things’.
When: SEPTEMBER 2020

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK

NATIONAL THREATENED SPECIES DAY

National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of
science and technology.

THEME - TIME TO ACT

This year take part in virtual tours, webcasts, talks, DIY
experiments, quizzes, citizen science and competitions.
Discover online and real world activities you can experience
from home.
THEME - DEEP BLUE
This year’s school theme is ‘Deep Blue: innovations for the
future of our oceans’ and features the establishment of the
Blue Economy CRC. It will feature insights and inquiries into
workable solutions that generate healthy oceans, healthy
economies and healthy communities.
When: 15-23 AUGUST 2020

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL
THEME - Litter: Prevent the Spread
Keep Australia Beautiful Week 2020 will focus on 3 main to
reduce and recycle some of the goods we’re using more of
these days:

Time to act is a handy educational resource for
teachers and students calling all of us to make a
few changes in our daily lives for the benefit of the
environment.
When: 7 SEPTEMBER 2020

CLEAN UP THE WORLD WEEKEND
Clean Up the World is the global outreach program
of Clean Up Australia Ltd. By facilitating local action,
Clean Up the World brings about global environmental
change.
When: 18-20 SEPTEMBER 2020

AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE WEEK
Australian Wildlife Week is commemorated across the
country during the first week of October to encourage a
positive relationship between humanity and nature.

•

How to protect you and your loved ones without the cost to
our planet

When: 5-13 OCTOBER 2020

•

How to keep good hygiene practices that don’t cost the Earth

WORLD HABITAT DAY

•

How to reduce and recycle the single-use consumables from
takeaway food and drinks.

THEME - Housing For All: A better Urban Future

Follow KAB social channels for daily tips and share your
photos etc using #KABWeek2020.
When: 17-23 AUGUST 2020

The United Nations has designated the first Monday of
October of every year as World Habitat Day. .
When: 7 OCTOBER 2020

click here
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Sustainability Victoria
Campaigns

YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORS
Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator
M: 0437 571 414 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Peter Collins
Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste)
Latrobe City Council

Love Food Hate Waste

Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5662 9324 | M: 0409 924 555
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Love A List

Rebecca Lamble
East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council
M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au

Take Your E-waste to a Better Place

Alison Taylor
Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and
Bass Coast Shire Council
M: 0409 879 910 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Know Your Recycling

