
Just one quiet 
gum tree (but look closer…) 

Biodiversity Module Activity 

1. Read the book Just one quiet pine tree to students.

2. Ask students whether there would be similar biodiversity in other trees, such as Australian native 

trees. E.g. eucalyptus, or “gum tree”.

3. Show activity board to students and explain the activity.

4. Students to brainstorm (either as a whole class or in groups) what animals (e.g. mammals, birds, 

reptiles, insects etc.) might live in the different parts of a gum tree.

(You can use the attached information sheet to prompt students as required.)

5. Students divide into groups, with each group associated with one part of the tree.

6. Students draw, colour and cut out an animal (one or more per student) that lives in their part of the 

gum tree.

7. Invite the students to place their animals (using blue tack) onto the correct area of the activity 

board.

8. Ask students to explain why that animal lives in that part of the tree and what types of activities the 

animal performs in that part. (e.g. The eagle perches at the top of the tree to look for food.)



Who lives in a gum tree? 
(Note: Examples only. There are many more animals that can be included.) 

At the top 

Predator birds have the highest homes. 

Examples include eagles, kites, hawks and 

owls. 

Other birds also inhabit the highest 

branches, including crows and magpies. 

On the middle branches 

Lots of birds including rosellas, cockatoos, 

galahs, corellas and kookaburras, who 

also nest in hollows. 

Mammals including koalas, possums, 

sugar gliders and bats. 

In the bark 

Examples include ladybirds, beetles, 

spiders and other insects, as well as 

lizards. 

At the bottom 

Examples include aphids, saw-flies, 

caterpillars which all live in the gum leaf 

litter. 

Mammals graze around the bottom of 

trees, including echidnas, wombats and 

marsupial mice. 

Snakes are predators of small mammals 

at the base of gum trees. 

Underground 

Worms, spiders, snakes and other insects 

make their homes in the soil between the 

roots. 

Mammals such as wombats dig burrows 

between the roots. 






