NEWSLETTER Term 1 2020
GIPPSLAND

RESOURCESMART SCHOOLS RALLY FOR CLIFTON CREEK PS
Sadly, as many of you may be aware, Clifton Creek Primary School was lost during the East Gippsland fires.
The school will be rebuilt and at present the students are attending Nicholson Primary School. Already, our strong family of
ResourceSmart Schools is rallying behind Clifton Creek with offers of support including a Melbourne ResourceSmart School
offering to grow indigenous plants and visit the school to plant them.
Gippsland Solar has also offered to provide the school with a new solar system and there have been offers from other
individuals, groups and organisations to build gardens, provide stationary and supply school bags.
ResourceSmart Schools Facilitator Beck Lamble has been working with teachers at Clifton Creek Primary School to assess
what their needs are and to offer ResourceSmart help during the rebuild.
Along with Beck, ResourceSmart Schools Facilitators Raquel Harris and Lyndal Peterson worked on the ground in relief
centres during the fires as part of their roles with Wellington and East Gippsland councils and we wish to thank them for
their care and work over this period.
Processing Ecological Grief
For many, as a result of the East Gippsland fires, there has also been a sense of ecological grief as the natural world
that many love so dearly was decimated. For children who care about the environment and sustainability, this can be a
devastating time.
We have been fortunate to have Natasha Marty-Cripps from Federation University undertake an internship with
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland over February. She has researched and produced a paper to help guide our practice when
it comes to interacting with children and communities during a time ecological grief.
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The paragraph below is a section of this paper which summarises a range of materials that she has used to research this
topic. In regards processing ecological grief she has sourced the following information which may be useful.
There is no ‘right’ way to process ecological grief. Everyone will have their own reaction and process which may include
anger, denial, bargaining, depression or acceptance. Most people have a natural resilience which helps them function
while moving through the grief. Children also have this natural resilience which allows them to cope with hardship quite
well if there are supportive adults around them to help when needed.
Such resilience can be supported by five things:
1.
Trust the feelings of grief, e.g. the grief is a natural, healthy thing
2.
Having a kind curiosity about the feelings, e.g. accept the feelings, don’t try to ‘fix’ them
3.
Drawing an awareness to how the grief is manifesting in the body, e.g. noticing the dread in our belly
4.
Focus on the positive and relevant aspects of the situation, e.g. avoid negative, sweeping judgments
5.
Use creative expression, e.g. use the creative writing or painting to focus on what we CAN do.
For anyone interested in the full paper, please email Alison Taylor at alison.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

LOOKING AFTER OUR YOUNG PEOPLE IN A CHANGING CLIMATE
As a ResourceSmart School, your school will already be fully aware of the enormity of the impact that climate-related
catastrophic events are having on the health and wellbeing of your school community.
When traumatic events occur, well all understand that it is critical that time and resources are given to the mental health
and wellbeing of the people affected. This includes the young people in our care. The Australian Psychological Society
(APS) www.psychology.org.au/ has sought to assist the Australian public in this area, by providing information in the
guides, including:
Talking With
Children About The
Environment

Coping With Climate
Change Distress

Climate Change
And Dealing With
Burnout

Climate Change What You Can Do

Climate Change
Empowerment
Handbook

In “A guide to parents about the climate crisis” the APS seeks to answer the questions such as How do I know when my
children are ready to hear about climate change? and What do I say to my children about climate change? as well as What
climate actions can I do with my children?
The insights they provide can be very useful for those of us who work in schools and interact
with our young people on a daily basis.
As a starting point, the APS has published ACTIVATE – 8 strategies from psychology to tackle
climate change.
The APS describes this work as “… 8 simple but important insights from psychological science,
summarised with the acronym A.C.T.I.V.A.T.E., help people come to terms and cope with the
profound implications of climate change. We hope they will ACTIVATE the public into more
effectively engaging with the challenge of climate change and participate in speedy societal
change to restore a safe climate.”
In order to provide additional support, we will seek to notify ResourceSmart Schools of any
upcoming events that seek to engage in the conversation about climate change and its impact
on the mental health and wellbeing of our young people.
by Alison Taylor
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SUMMIT - Student Environment Leadership Program
On Thursday 7th November 2019, six different schools with 60
participants and their teachers came together in an amazing
space to learn and skill the students within the schools to be
great leaders in sustainability.
CERES educators Tom and Claire had an amazing rapport with
students and their delivery mode was exceptional.
The students learnt about waste, water, biodiversity, energy
and climate change delivered in part by presentations and the
rest hands on activities which kept the students engaged for
the whole event.
Schools also got to showcase their sustainability journeys to
others and share their experiences within their school to their
peers providing ideas and learning to everyone involved.

Carmen Lee from Maffra and District Landcare also
came and gave a quick presentation about Landcare
and how students could be involved locally and two
students who ran the “Bitter on Litter” campaign
along the rail trail between Maffra and Stratford
spoke about their Clean up event.
Feedback from schools has been very positive and
I can’t wait to see how schools incorporate the
learning into their Sustainability Journeys.
by Raquel Harris

RECOMMENDED WEBINAR
Climate risk and local government financial and legal exposure
This webinar was recorded by Sustainability Victoria on 12 February
2020 and delivered by Sarah Barker, global Head of Climate Risk
Governance at the international law firm Minter Ellison.
It’s target audience is local government, but it has some interesting
content for us all.
https://youtu.be/rrXAy_Pmf7g
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OBERON COLLEGE - Student leaders
creating sustainable change
As an educator of young people, the last thing you expect to
see at an education workshop are the students who you are
learning how to educate. However, at a recent behaviour change
workshop I attended, that is exactly what happened.
Sitting next to me were two Year 6 students from Oberon
College. They were attending, they said, with the brief to discover
how best to influence the behaviour of others at their school
– the students, the staff and those involved in the design and
construction of a brand new school campus. What sounded like
an overwhelming task to the adults in the room did not daunt
them at all.
In fact, Hazel and Will turned out to be highly mature, confident
and eloquent members of our workshop, with interesting and
valuable views to offer on behaviour change in schools.
Set with the tricky case study of tackling contamination of
recycling in schools, Hazel, Will and I utilised our newly-learned
skills and strategies in behaviour change to come up with
some interesting ways to reduce the amount of non-recyclable
products ending up in recycling bins.
Our collective brainstorming resulted in possible solutions
including using social platforms such as Snapchat to remind
students to use bins correctly during break times, holding
recycling relay competitions and other games between school
houses and even developing a recycling super hero to patrol the
campus and encourage correct bin use.
Whilst the development of
solutions to this common
contamination problem in
schools was time well spent, the
most surprising and unexpected
outcome of the workshop was
the opportunity to interact with
high-calibre students such as
Hazel and Will.

Will and Hazel from Oberon
College at a recent behaviour
change workshop

What they showed me is that
our students are not only
leaders of tomorrow, they are
actually the leaders of today.

Alison Invited To Speak At
UN Youth Summit
The United Nations Global Youth Summit was held in
January in Melbourne this year and ResourceSmart
Schools Coordinator, Alison Taylor was invited to be
a speaker.
Alison spoke about the implications of climate change
on regional Australia both from the perspective of the
likely impacts either already being felt of those that
are likely to emerge.
She also spoke about the importance of regional
Australia in reducing Australia’s emissions.
Drawing from a range of local examples, Alison spoke
about eroding coastlines, bushfires, droughts and
biodiversity impacts, all predicted by scientists to be
climate change impacts.
Whilst climate change is predicted to have the largest
impacts in regional areas, it is in the regions where a
large majority of climate solutions will also be carried
out such as the creation of wind farms and large
amounts of tree planting.
It is important therefore that regional people have
a voice in saying how they would like this to look in
their area and to keep communicating when climate
impacts are being felt.

by Simone Taylor
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TRANSFORMING RECYCLING
The Victorian Government has announced a new
10-year plan that will change how Victorians recycle
so that materials collected from households are high
quality and can be used again to make new products.
Three components of the plan are:
•

A four-bin waste and recycling system

•

Strengthening Victoria’s waste and recycling
industry

•

A container deposit scheme.

Find out more...

Teacher Online
Environment
Network

PUT THESE 2020 DATES
IN YOUR DIARY
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland will
be inviting teachers and other experts
to join us for discussions about the
successes and challenges of being
resource-smart at school.
This will also be the perfect time to talk
about the successes and challenges that
you face in your own schools.

The Teacher Online Environment Network, run via the Adobe Connect
web conferencing platform, allows ResourceSmart teachers in the
Gippsland region to:
• Meet, network and form partnerships with other ResourceSmart
schools in the region
• Share your sustainability skills, knowledge and ideas with others and
encourage them on their sustainability journey
• Ask questions and seek answers about the Resourcesmart program
• Receive professional development on environmental topics
• Network with and learn from specialists from other environmental
sustainability agencies
• Provide ideas for, and feedback on, ResourceSmart School events
run throughout Gippsland.

Date

Theme

4 March

Reducing waste at your
school

28 May

Improving the biodiversity
at your school

18 August

Saving water at your
school

2 November Saving power at your
school
To register interest email
simone.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
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2040 THE MOVIE - Resource of the Term
You may have already seen it, or perhaps just heard about it, but now 2040 The Movie has partnered with Cool Australia
to provide teachers with a package of units of work for Australian upper primary and secondary students.
In case it hasn’t crossed your radar, 2040 is a documentary in which Damon Gameau (from That Sugar Film) embarks on
a journey to explore what the future could look like by the year 2040 if we simply embraced the best solutions already
available to us to improve our planet and shifted them rapidly into the mainstream.
Structured as a visual letter to his 4-year-old daughter, Damon blends traditional documentary with dramatised sequences
and visual effects to create a vision board of how these solutions could regenerate the world for future generations.
We now have a copy of the DVD freely available to all Gippsland ResourceSmart Schools.
Please get in touch with your local Gippsland facilitator if you wish to use it.
There are also free Cool Australia lesson plans, all linked to Australian curriculum outcomes, utilise short clips from the film
to support classroom learning, providing step-by-step instructions, student workshops and engaging content.
Visit www.coolaustralia.org/cool-2040-film-curriculum-materials/
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland would love to hear your feedback about how you are using this resource in your
classrooms, so we can share it across our school network. Feel free to drop us a line via your local facilitator’s email
address or phone number. We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Join over 200 teachers, environmental educators and local
government officers at the Steps to Sustainability 2020
conference. This year’s conference will have a focus on
Sustainability education for action on health and well-being of
our environment and our people.
This conference has been designed especially for people working
on school sustainability projects and curriculum initiatives. Enjoy
a day at the Royal Botanic Gardens, meet other teachers and get
lots of ideas to take back to your workplace.
WHEN		

Wednesday 25 March, 8:45 am - 3:30 pm

WHERE		

Royal Botanic Gardens
Birdwood Ave, South Yarra

BOOKINGS

www.trybooking.com

Hear from keynote speakers John Marsden (Award-winning
author, Founder and Principal of Candlebark School (one of the
largest schools in the world on over 1100 acres), and Dr. Luis
Mata (Entomologist, author and urban biodiversity expert).
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AWARDS, COMPETITIONS & ITEMS OF INTEREST

VEOLIA MINI-BIN CHALLENGE
Veolia are challenging schools to participate in
the #veoliaminibinchallenge in Term 1.
This is a free program for all schools (no
requirement to be Veolia customers).
We want to challenge students to think of waste
differently, understanding consumption first and
then exploring recycling alternatives; examining
the waste hierarchy in a much more fun and
engaging way. Plus, there are many links to the
RSS Waste Module!
To find out more click on the LINK and submit
your school for the challenge before Fri 28 Feb,
as there are limited spaces available.

The Landcare Australia Bushfire recovery grants 2020 program
will support landcare and community environmental groups
as well as networks located in bushfire affected areas across
Australia.
The aim of the program is to support the urgent needs of the
landcare community to:
• restore essential wildlife habitat, shelterbelts and fences
• protect our waterways
• manage weeds and feral animals
• work with Traditional Owner groups
• run local community workshops & other recovery activities.
Grants of up to $15,000 (excluding GST) are available. At least 15
projects will be awarded funding from this initial round.
Find our more...

Find out more...
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RESOURCESMART SCHOOLS AWARDS
People and the Planet

2020 CATEGORIES

The ResourceSmart Schools Awards are open to all Victorian
schools, including government, independent and Catholic
schools.

•

ResourceSmart School of the Year

•

Teacher of the Year (Primary and Secondary)

•

The theme for 2020 is ‘people and the planet’, celebrating
how we use our humanity – our knowledge, care and
passion – to look after the environment, and how looking
after the planet contributes to our wellbeing in return.

Student/Student Group of the Year (Primary and
Secondary)

•

Community Leadership School of the Year
(Primary and Secondary)

•

Curriculum Leadership School of the Year
(Primary and Secondary)

We will celebrate the early adopters: the schools taking the
lead and embracing innovative ways to make sustainability
a meaningful part of everyday life and learning. Showcase
the contribution and leadership of your students, teachers
and your school community by getting involved in Victoria’s
largest sustainability awards program for schools.

•

Campus Infrastructure and Operations School of
the Year (Primary and Secondary)

•

Community Leadership Volunteer of the Year

Entries close – Monday 16 March 2020

Find out more...

The Kids Teaching Kids Program promotes positive wellbeing and helps build resilience in young people. It raises awareness
and drives action on local and global environmental issues, bringing communities together to solve common challenges
and help the next generation of leaders who will take collective responsibility for our future.
By giving students the opportunity to present a workshop to others during Kids Teaching Kids Week (7-11 Sept 2020) or
at one of the Kids Conferences (27-28 Oct 2020 in Melbourne), students see that they can have a positive impact on the
world, starting in their own communities.
They are given tools to manage their own learning and become confident, caring and informed citizens ready to take on
new challenges. Find out more...
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Recycle for your chance to win a
community garden set for your school!
Find out more...

Find out more...

LET’S GET SOCIAL - Like, Tag, Follow
SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT YOUR GREAT PROGRAMS, EVENTS
AND ACHIEVEMENTS

@resourcesmartschoolsgippsland
@resourcerecoverygippsland

ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland and Resource Recovery
Gippsland are keen to help promote the amazing projects and
activities schools, teachers, students and local communities are
doing when it comes to sustainability.

@ResRecGipps

If your school is on Twitter, Linkedin or Facebook we would love
to like and share your ResourceSmart Schools posts.

Resource Recovery Gippsland
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COMMUNITY GRANTS & PROGRAMS
FONTERRA GRASS
ROOTS FUND
Whether it’s
building community
veggie gardens and
playgrounds, aiding
emergency services
with much-needed
equipment, or
developing educational
programs in local
schools, we’re helping
any way we can.

THE ROSS TRUST
The Ross Trust’s Small Grants focuses heavily on
Educational Equity and Biodiversity Conservation
and working in ways which are most likely to achieve
positive differences in both areas.
To help organisations achieve the desired outcomes,
they offer small grants of up to $40,000 per year for
up to three years.
Ongoing

We are committed to initiatives which share our vision, values
and co-operative spirit.
Specifically, initiatives must fall into one of three categories:
•
•
•

Bringing Communities Together
Caring for the Environment
Promoting Healthy Lifestyles and Dairy Nutrition

Support is provided from $500-$5,000 per initiative.
Closes 5 March 2020
VICTORIAN SCHOOLS GARDEN GRANTS
Funds garden projects in State Government, Catholic and
Independents schools across Victoria.
What activities does the VSGA Grants Program support?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Purchase of plants/seedlings for inclusion in the garden project
Composting, worm farms, green-waste recycling activities
Edible gardens (vegetable gardens and bush tucker gardens)
Native or indigenous gardens
Sensory or butterfly gardens
Gardens that are water-wise and encourage biodiversity
Establishment of an orchard
Creation of a turfed area within school grounds
Gardening equipment (capped at 50% of grant value).

All grants in the form of a voucher can be redeemed at a retail
nursery which is a member of Nursery and Garden Industry of
Victoria (NGIV) and must be used before the expiry date. A list of
retailers will be provided with the voucher.
Closes 1 May 2020

WETTENHALL ENVIRONMENT TRUST
(formerly The Norman Wettenhall Foundation)
The grants support projects that enhance and
maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian
natural living environment.
Our main focus is citizen science, long term flora
and fauna conservation, and threatened mammal
conservation.
We like to fund small groups where our grants can
make a big difference.
For more information...
OTHER USEFUL LINKS...
• Local Government Community Grant Program
• Sustainability Victoria Grants & Funding
• Grants Victoria Directory
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WHAT’S ON?
HARMONY WEEK
Harmony Week celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It’s about
inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.
Theme: EVERYONE BELONGS
When: 15-21 MARCH 2020

EARTH HOUR SCHOOLS DAY
CLEAN UP DAY
Clean Up Australia inspires and empowers communities to clean
up, fix up and conserve our environment.

Many schools all across Australia are passionate supporters of
Earth Hour. Teachers can download our free, curriculum-aligned
lessons to teach students about environmental sustainability.
Theme: #CONNECT2EARTH

Theme: STEP UP TO CLEAN UP

When: 27 MARCH 2020

When: 26 FEBRUARY 2020 - business
1 MARCH 2020 - schools
3 MARCH 2020 - everyone

CITIZEN SCIENCE MONTH

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY
On World Wildlife Day 2020, we will work to raise awareness of
the multitude of benefits of wildlife to people, particularly to those
communities who live in closest proximity to it, and we will discuss
the threats they are facing and the urgent need for governments,
civil society, private sector actors and individuals to add their voices
and take actions to help conserve wildlife and ensure its continued
use is sustainable.
Theme: SUSTAINING ALL LIFE ON EARTH #DoOneThingToday
When: 3 MARCH 2020

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
An equal world is an enabled world. How will you help forge a
gender equal world? Celebrate women’s achievement. Raise
awareness against bias. Take action for equality.
Theme: #EachforEqual
When: 8 MARCH 2020

An annual event to celebrate and promote all things citizen
science: amazing discoveries, incredible volunteers,
hardworking practitioners, inspiring projects, and anything
else citizen science-related! This global celebration includes
events hosted by libraries, institutions, community groups,
museums, and individuals all around the world.
When: APRIL 2020

WORLD HEALTH DAY
Universal health coverage is WHO’s number one goal. Key
to achieving it is ensuring that everyone can obtain the
care they need, when they need it, right in the heart of the
community.
Theme: HEALTH FOR ALL
When: 7 APRIL 2020

EARTH DAY
There’s so much you can do to help protect and restore our
planet, from joining a cleanup or climate strike, to taking part
in the world’s largest citizen science initiative, to hosting an
event in your own community! 50th anniversary.
Theme: CLIMATE ACTION
When: 22 APRIL 2020

click here
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Sustainability Victoria
Campaigns

YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORS
Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator
Ph: 5625 0255 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Peter Collins
Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste)
Latrobe City Council

Love Food Hate Waste

Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5662 9324 | M: 0409 924 555
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
Rebecca Lamble

Love A List

East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council
M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
Alison Taylor

Take Your E-waste to a Better Place

Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and
Bass Coast Shire Council
Ph: 5633 3335 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Victorian Lightweight Plastic Bag Ban

