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SUSTAINABILITY ACTION FUND - Funds Boost Sustainability In Schools
CONGRATULATIONS to ResourceSmart Schools across Gippsland who are sharing in $13,000 of funding to help them
become more sustainable.
In May, ResourceSmart Schools were offered the opportunity to apply for extra funds to help deliver on their school
community’s sustainability, education and community stewardship goals.
Alison Taylor, ResourceSmart Schools Coordinator for Gippsland said, ‘It’s fantastic to support schools who have worked hard
to investigate what they need to be more sustainable. Reading through their submissions has been encouraging and inspiring
and I’m excited to see them deliver real changes for their school and community.”
An interesting array of projects have been funded. East Gippsland Specialist School, Korumburra Primary School and
Araluen Primary School will direct their funds toward productive gardens including vegetable gardens and chickens.
Bairnsdale Primary School will add resources focussed on sustainability to their exciting new science resource hub.
Nungurner Primary School will use their funding to support performances by Trash Puppets. Escape from Trash Mountain
will be open to schools within the region August 26 and 27.
Efficiency was important to Newhaven College who will use the funds to purchase new bins for sorting waste and, similarly,
Wonthaggi Primary School will upgrade their taps with fittings that are more water efficient. Both Grey Street Primary
School in Traralgon and Phillip Island Village School will be addressing waste management by investing in recycling systems
and worm farms.
Our Lady Star of the Sea in Cowes and Yarragon Primary School each received funding to help with the creation of Frog
Bogs. This type of wetland habitat increases biodiversity in the surrounding area and provides schools with an ever-evolving
outdoor classroom.
Likewise, creating habitat was important to St Pauls Anglican Grammar in Warragul who will use their funding to develop an
indigenous garden in an area of the school currently suffering from erosion.
The entire population of Paynesville Primary School has already made the most of its funding by engaging the Marine
Mammal Foundation to do sessions at the school focussed on litter free lakes.

GIPPSLAND ResourceSmart Schools

STRATFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Garden Gurus

The Garden Gurus have been busy again at Stratford Primary School, with
some great signs and activities added to the veggie garden precinct.
ResourceSmart Schools would like to welcome teacher Adele Puccio as the
co-ordinator, and congratulates Nikki who has recently become a mum for
the first time. We look forward to helping the students with their activities
planned this year.

PAYNESVILLE PRIMARY SCHOOL - Great Things Are Happening
The students at Paynesville Primary School have been undertaking a full program of
sustainability projects ranging from gardening, waste monitoring, energy audits and
composting by families who haven’t set up a system for the food scraps.
Sustanability Club
A new great idea was the creation of a ‘Sustainability Club Ideas Book’ located at the
front counter, so students, staff and families can all be involved.
In the front is the following description: “This book is designed for parents, staff and
students to communicate any ideas, comments or suggestions to the Sustainability
Club. Our meetings are currently held on Monday afternoons. Please leave your contact
details next to your entry if you would like to be involved in implementing your idea or
help/participate in the group.”
Composting Families
One idea taken up by five families without composting at home, has been the schools
community compost buckets – where students take them home and bring them back the
next day full of their family’s food scraps. These food scraps either go to the chooks or
the schools compost, and help these families reduce their carbon footprint.

Teacher Online
Environment
Network

INVITATION - PD OPPORTUNITY
Our next teacher online environment
network meeting will be held on

Wednesday 16th October at 3.45pm
We’re using the very-easy-to-use Zoom
online meeting platform. Just click on the
link below and join us!

https://zoom.us/j/283367266
For more details, please contact Simone
Taylor, ResourceSmart Schools facilitator
simone.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
or 0437 571 414
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KURNAI COLLEGE - Goes Green in 2019
Kurnai College got their ‘green-on’ in Term 2 as part of their second
sustainability afternoon this year. Students spent their Thursday
participating in a wide range of hands-on sustainability workshops.
Popular workshops this year included a tour and sit in Gippsland
Solar’s Tesla vehicle, marine mammal conservation, homemade
dishcloth crocheting, native local seed saving and propagation, and
standing up for climate justice with the Australian Youth Climate
Coalition.
Some students rose to the challenge issued by Latrobe waste
educator, Peter Collins, by racing each other in two teams to put
together a series of real 3 inch plastic water pipes. (see photo)
Other students became environmental detectives, uncovering the
microscopic life living in abundance in a drop of river water.
Perhaps the most fortunate of all students were the group that taste-tested their own smoothie creations
using fruit donated by a local supermarket. Green in the making as well as in colour, the smoothies were
made using blender bikes – you need to ride it to drink it!

RESOURCE RECOVERY GIPPSLAND - Fresh New Look
In Gippsland, the ResourceSmart Schools program
is delivered by the Gippsland Waste and Resource
Recovery Group - and it still is, but...
We started the new financial year with fresh new
look – Resource Recovery Gippsland.

www.resourcerecoverygipps.vic.gov.au
Direct link to ResourceSmart Schools page
@resourcesmartschoolsgippsland
@resourcerecoverygippsland
@ResRecGipps

Still one of Victoria’s seven Waste and Resource
Recovery Groups, Resource Recovery Gippsland
is committed to supporting our region’s journey
in maximising resources and minimising waste,
including ResourceSmart Schools.
Our address and contact details remain the same
(including email), but please take time to update
your contact list with our new name and facebook,
twitter and website addresses
Note
No change to facebook address for ResourceSmart
Schools Gippsland.
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GIPPSLAND WINNER - Energy Champions Challenge
Congratulations to St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School, who are the Gippsland winners of the ResourceSmart
Schools Energy Champions Challenge in the category greatest electricity reduction over the year!
				

HOW MUCH ENERGY DID THEY SAVE?
Warragul
Over the year July 2018 to June 2019, St Paul’s
Warragul campus used almost 100,000kWh less
electricity when compared to their previous
year. In fact, St Paul’s have calculated that their
electricity consumption from the grid is nearly
half of what it was in 2015.
This energy saving has reduced their carbon
footprint by 77,000kg of carbon dioxide and
equates to the reductions outlined left.
Traralgon
The Traralgon campus is not far behind saving of
over 75,000kWh compared to consumption in
the previous year. This has reduced the school’s
carbon footprint by almost 88,000kg of CO2 and
equates to the reductions outlined right.

HOW DID THEY DO IT?
St Paul’s completed their energy module
and were awarded their second star
in 2018. This set the scene for some
significant savings.
Among the many changes that took place
over this time, the school:
• made energy reduction a priority in
their strategic plan
• replaced more than 1350 incandescent
and florescent globes with LEDs
• installed more than 800 solar panels
across both campuses (with funding
assistance from the Victorian Energy
Efficiency Certificate Rebates).
Importantly, they also logged their energy
bills on the ResourceSmart Schools online
system.
This allowed them to track their energy
reductions over time, as shown in the
example graph (right).

If the St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School story has piqued your
interest and you would like to start tracking your school’s ongoing
energy use, please contact your local ResourceSmart Schools
facilitator for more information.
4.

GIPPSLAND ResourceSmart Schools

WE PLAY GAMES
Did you know that we have some fabulous things
you can borrow to support your ResourceSmart
Schools journey?
Greenhouse Effect / Climate Change Games
These are games that examine the role of
greenhouse gases in climate change as well as
the easy, everyday ways to reduce your carbon
footprint.

The Habitat Game - an interactive look at the effects of
positive and negative human activity on the habitats of
local Gippsland fauna.

Eco-bingo!
A game to learn about the many ways to be green
and reduce your carbon footprint.
The Waste Matching Game
A trial and error game to match the type of waste
to the length of time required for it to fully break
down.
Contact Your Facilitator
If you are interested in playing any of these games,
or if you have a sustainability teaching topic that
would benefit from a game, then please let us
know! (facilitator contacts pg 10)

Race to Recycle!
A game where teams compete to correctly recycle a range
of everyday school litter items.

YOU CAN BORROW EQUIPMENT
Wildlife Night Vision Camera

Energy Audit Kit

Thermal Imaging Camera

Set this up to
observe nature
at your school at
night.
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BIRDS IN BACKYARDS - Nestbox Plans
Birds in Backyards has developed a series of nest box plans for
a range of Australian birds.
There are nest boxes for 13 different birds, so they have made
sure there is a nest box suitable for wherever you live.
Some birds, like Rainbow Lorikeets and Sulphur-crested
Cockatoos, are breeding fine in our parks, remnants and
gardens, so we have targeted some less common and less well
known birds in our plans.
And remember nest boxes are only part of the solution – we
need to make sure our birds have suitable habitat in our
suburbs as well, so don’t forget to keep planting in your
garden – backyard habitat planting.
Please note these boxes are a guide only – feel free to modify
them to suit your requirements. For example there are a
range of different ways to attach nest boxes to trees.
The plans are based on 15mm thick timber (the minimum
thickness you should use), so adjust the dimensions for
different thicknesses (the base panel size will stay the same
and we have provided internal and external dimensions).
The plans contain information on the bird, where it lives, what
materials you need, and how to build, install and maintain
your nest box.
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/Nest-Box-Plans

COUNTING WITH BIRDS
The annual Aussie Backyard Bird Count is
running again from the 21-27 October, and
there’s lots of things you can do to learn
about local birds in the lead up to this event.
There are plenty of great ways birds can be
the inspiration for school curriculum and
classroom activities.
From the BirdLife website
Lesson Plans
Code of Birdwatching Ethics Sheet
Colouring Page
Photo - BirdLife
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Who

Gippsland Primary Schools
Grades 3 and 4

Where

Morwell Central Primary School
Performing Arts Centre
47 McDonald Street Morwell

When

11.30-12.30pm or 1.30-2.30pm
Monday 26 August or
Tuesday 27 August 2019

Cost

ESCAPE
from Trash Mountain
A puppet show with sustainability at its heart,
Escape from Trash Mountain is a poignant
look at how good relationships
and fervent optimism are the key to...

SAVING OUR PLANET

No cost.
Subsidies to attend are available
from Regional Arts Victoria for
eligible schools. Application
available on booking.

Bookings

Marni Speed
Resource Smart Schools
marni.speed@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

RSVP

Monday 19th August 2019

Places limited!

Teacher resources will be
provided in the lead-up to
the show providing important
background and a range of pre
and post activities.

Performed by Trash Puppets
The show’s central set piece is
a large mountain of trash that transforms
into a cave and becomes the
epic playground for our heroes
to fight trash bats, navigate treacherous
ravines, and outwit hideous

TRASH MONSTERS!

6.

GIPPSLAND ResourceSmart Schools

Climate
Watch
Trails

			

		
		
in Gippsland

GIPPSLAND IS CURRENTLY HOST TO THREE UNIQUE
climate watch trails which allow you to follow the trail
and make observations along the way. Your observations
contribute to a citizen science project that aims to track
any impacts that climate change may be having on the
local environment.
Wilson’s Promontory Trail
The Tidal River track follows the meandering south bank
of Tidal River and allows people of all abilities and ages
to sample the rich diversity of environments found in the
area, such as estuarine wetland, lowland forest and rocky
shore ecosystems. You will be able to spot a variety of
birds, plants and possibly even a whale in the distance.

Start your walk on the Loo-Errn track from the picnic area in the carpark opposite the Visitor Centre. Alternatively,
begin at First Ramp on the west end of 6th Avenue. The 2-3km trail takes approximately 1 to 1.5 hours, though you
might well spend much longer if you get caught up in ClimateWatching!
Newhaven College Trail
This unique 82 acre site is bursting with wildlife and a prime location for a Climate Watch Trail. Few studies have
been conducted on the impact of climate change on Australia’s plants and animals over time and, as part of the
unique experience at the Year 9 Environmental Centre, students have worked together to create this trail as part of
a nation-wide scientific study.
They have also created an education program for younger year levels, demonstrating to others in the school how
to monitor and observe species.
This trail, created in 2018, is used as part of the science curriculum throughout the school, helping to teach
about climate change, phenology and biodiversity. It can be a ‘one location’ visit for ten minutes or an hour long
walk around the property to all six locations. Students are encouraged to think globally, act locally and make a
difference!
Cape Conran Trail
Earthwatch Australia have worked together with Parks Victoria to create this ClimateWatch trail, connecting the
East Gippsland region to a nation-wide scientific study that will take teaching outdoors and collect data that will
build our understanding of climate change impacts.
Contribute to citizen science while experiencing coastal heathlands, wild ocean beaches, rock pools and banksia
woodlands along Cape Conran’s Nature Trail. The area is also rich in important indigenous sites and heritage
places.
The ClimateWatch app can be used to submit sightings of ClimateWatch species anywhere in Australia, however
ClimateWatch trails help obtain repeated observations and encourage the local community to enjoy nature while
contributing to science.
For a range of curriculum resources relating to Climate Watch see: http://www.climatewatch.org.au/for-educators
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RCE Gippsland presents

2019 Sustainable Schools

O
EXP

Book now ...

‘Biodiversity: Safeguarding
the future’

Thursday, 5 September
2019
9:30am - 2:00pm
Nagle College, Hope Avenue, Bairnsdale
To book, go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sustainable-schoolsexpo-biodiversity-safeguarding-the-future-tickets-66537287819
For more information contact:
Raquel Harris at Raquel.Harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
• A great opportunity for Gippsland schools to learn about
what other schools in their area are achieving with their
sustainability programs.
• No conference registration costs or attendance fees.
• Presentations from leading schools. • Student workshops.
• School displays. • Music games and entertainment.

RCE gippsland
Regional Centre of Expertise
on Education for Sustainable Development
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AWARDS, COMPETITIONS & ITEMS OF INTEREST
A BIG CHANGE IN A SMALL CLOSURE
Ready for the best thing since sliced bread?
We've partnered with global bag closure company Kwik Lok to
create a national recycling program for used plastic bread bag
closures!
Every closure collected is a closure saved from landfill, to be
recycled and given a second life in a new and useful product!
Double your impact by earning donations for your chosen
school or charity through your recycling efforts! Find out more...

The Victorian Schools Garden Award (VSGA)
recognises, rewards and celebrates the
gardening achievements of schools, their
students and community in existing and
newly established school gardens.
There are over $43,000 worth of prizes for
schools to win by simply entering an online
power point or video application with your
school’s gardening achievements.
Entries to the 2019 Awards are currently
open and will close Monday 30 Sept 2019.
For more information...

The world needs you to be a leader in creating vibrant,
liveable and resilient cities for the future.
With Melbourne’s population moving beyond 4M, significant
challenges and opportunities for planning, designing
and managing our city arise. How will you help urban
environments adapt to the future needs of our population?
Provide a photo or image to communicate an identified
urban problem and explain your solution in 200-300 words.
Open to Year 10, 11 and 12 Victorian secondary school
students only. Entries close Sunday 8th Sept 2019.
For more information ...

An annual water science
competition - students create
solutions for current and
future water challenges.
Open to high school students
between the ages of 15-20.
For more information...
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COMMUNITY GRANTS & PROGRAMS
YALLOURN COMMUNITY GRANTS

TEACHING INITIATIVES PROGRAM

Energy Australia has two priority areas for funding.

Offers grants to schools and preschools across Victoria
for innovative learning ideas and programs.

Education: Funding aimed at promoting education and
knowledge acquisition. This may also include programs
with a social or environmental focus and organisations
which support career or skill development.
Social inclusion: Funding aimed at facilitating social
inclusion. This is aimed at initiatives that support
community cohesion and inclusion for all. It may include
such things as men’s sheds, upgrading communal
facilities, improving local amenities and supporting
vulnerable community members.
Applications for the final round for 2019 will be
accepted between 1 August and 5pm 30 August 2019
For more information...

The Teaching Initiatives Program (TIP) was developed to
support schools and preschools in bringing innovative
teaching ideas to life, and to encourage excellence in
education.
Tell them about your initiative – it could be a new
program, a new teaching method or an innovative idea
to be implemented. Initiatives need to fall under one
of the following four categories: Indigenous Culture,
Sustainability, Engage with Asia and General Curriculum.
The TIP committee will then consider each idea based
on its merits.
There is a total pool of $30,000 available.
For more information...

STEPHANIE ALEXANDER KITCHEN GARDEN
National Program
A limited number of low SES schools may be eligible for
grants to build infrastructure and attend training.
The Foundation’s priority is to support school staff to
deliver a proven program. Your classroom teachers do
not need to be kitchen garden ‘experts’, nor are you
expected to have fully functioning gardens and kitchens
at the outset.
For more information...

REECE GRANTS
Supports community water projects in Australia and
overseas.
The Reece Grant includes 3 grant categories: Abroad,
Local and Next Gen.
Applications for the Reece Grant have no application
close date. Submissions are reviewed by a panel on a
quarterly basis and are subject to the Review Process.
For more information...

Apply now

Over 500 Grants of up to $1,000

Open to Australian primary schools & early learning centres
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WHAT’S ON?
NATIONAL THREATENED SPECIES DAY
Threatened Species Day is when we turn the
spotlight on native plants, animals, and ecosystems
that are under threat and reflect on how we can
protect them.
The day also celebrates the amazing work done
to save them by passionate conservationists,
researchers, volunteers, and community experts.
When: 7 SEPTEMBER 2019

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL

BIODIVERSITY MONTH

Destination Moon is a way for teachers
and their students to discover past
missions to the Moon and space
programs that have solved some of the
seemingly unsolvable problems—and
current and future space programs,
operations and missions.

Keep Australia Beautiful Week is
held late August each year to raise
awareness about the simple things we
can all do in our daily lives to reduce
our impact on the environment and
encourage action.

Biodiversity Month is held in September
each year and aims to promote the
importance of protecting, conserving
and improving biodiversity both within
Australia and across the world..

When: 10-18 AUGUST 2019

Stay tuned for more updates.

When: SEPTEMBER 2019

When: 19-25 AUGUST 2019

NATURE PLAY

NACRO 2019 CONFERENCE

ENVIRO WEEK

Investigating the possibilities.This is an
introduction to the diversity of nature
play programs and an opportunity to
deepen understandings of relevant
theoretical perspectives and outdoor
nature play pedagogies.

National Association of Charitable
Recycling Organisations now include the
Zero Waste Network.

Enviroweek gives schools and students
the chance to have fun while connecting
with our local environment and
community.

Presented by Sue Elliott, Ed.D., Senior
Lecturer and Course Co-ordinator
in Early Childhood Education at the
University of New England (UNE), NSW.

Victorian Waste Education
Conference

When: 19 SEPTEMBER 2019

When: 14-15 OCTOBER 2019

When: 21-27 OCTOBER 2019

WORLD WATER WEEK

Theme: Reinventing Waste Education:
Turning challenges into opportunities

Build awareness around the value of
water. Theme for 2019: It’s time to
change the world.

When: 15-16 OCTOBER 2019

When: 21-27 OCTOBER 2019

click here
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Sustainability Victoria
Campaigns

YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORS
Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator
Ph: 5625 0255 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Peter Collins
Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste)
Latrobe City Council
Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au

Love Food Hate Waste

Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5662 9324 | M: 0409 924 555
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
Rebecca Lamble
East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council

Love A List

Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council
M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
Alison Taylor

Take Your E-waste to a Better Place

Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and
Bass Coast Shire Council
Ph: 5633 3335 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Build Better Bag Habits

