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YINNAR SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
We are super proud of the work that Yinnar South Primary School has done over the past six years to get their 5
star accreditation. They are a truly remarkable school which values both the individual qualities of their students
and their local environment. The school is small and has been able to make big changes quickly due to the ongoing
commitment of staff and students.
The school’s vision reads:

Yinnar South Primary School is committed to teaching students practical
strategies that support sustainable lifestyles.
We aim to reduce and responsibly dispose of waste, foster an appreciation
of the environment, develop responsibility by caring for animals both tame
and wild, improving biodiversity, and provide quality hands-on learning
tasks, such as gardening and cooking, that will enable students to lead
sustainable lives.
Sustainability at the school is seen as part of the curriculum and students explore their world through this lens.
The curriculum is rich in sustainability content and the students also have a much loved vegetable garden which
provides nutritious food for their weekly lunches together.
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Yinnar South PS (cont)
It’s hard to list all of the amazing things that this small group of dedicated students have achieved but they
include:
•

Audits for water, waste, energy and biodiversity

•

Replacement of inefficient heating and cooling

•

Signage for energy and water savings, in particular on duel flush toilets which students found confusing

•

Frog bog and butterfly garden

•

Vegetable gardens using wicking beds, chooks and a food program

•

Composting, worm farms, recycling and soft plastic collections

•

All food is consumed inside so there is no litter

•

Sustainability in the curriculum in a two hour block each week

•

Strong connection with Landcare.

The school is also looking to utilise stormwater in a more effective way, tracking tank water usage, planting
more fruit trees and creating more permanent structures to act as habitat for animals as well as engaging
more with the UN Sustainability Goals. Now that Yinnar South has achieved their 5 Star Certification, we
are very excited to see what they will do next!

St PAUL’S ANGLICAN GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Warragul Campus
The Warragul campus of St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School is moving closer to
their goal of becoming a ResourceSmart 5 star school with the award of their 3rd
star and the certification of their Biodiversity module.
The school shows strong commitment to improving the biodiversity of their
campus and surrounds in many ways. Through their successful application for a
“biodiversity on-ground action grant” from DELWP, they have been able to continue
their work with Baw Baw Shire on the re-vegetation of adjacent Brooker Park, including Hazel Creek that runs
through it. Structural repair of the creek and the addition of hundreds of plants will mean that the area can remain
a safe haven for local endangered species such as the growling grass frog. They have also designed and installed
interpretive signage along popular walks around the area for the education of the local public.
Adding further strings to their biodiversity bow, St Paul’s continues to be a regular participant in Schools’ National
Tree Day each year, as well as participating in the Great Aussie Backyard Bird Count. They have a thriving and wellused vegie garden and orchard, and are committed to planting native plants throughout their campus gardens and
play spaces.
We would like to congratulate St Paul’s on their third star and look forward to continuing our partnership with them
on their ResourceSmart Schools journey.
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GREY STREET PRIMARY SCHOOL
Worm Farm Success
Peter Collins from Latrobe City Council is not just an amazing waste
educator but also an inventor! He has successfully invented at
installed worm farms in the majority of schools across Gippsland
and these have proved to be a highly successful way of managing
organic waste in schools.
Grey Street has four compost bins and all of their organic waste is
recycled by a busy team of worms in the worm farms.
Heat can cause stress and even death to worms and Peter was
concerned about this over summer. He has installed all of his worm
farms in shady locations, or built structures around them to protect
them from heat.
During the December heatwave, Peter went down with a digital
thermometer to test the temperatures of the worm environment to make sure that they were surviving
the heat. His findings were a pleasant surprise, the outside temperature was 45 degrees celcius. The air
temperature of the worm farms with the lid on was 54 degrees celcius, however the soil temperature a few
centimetres from the wall of the bin at a depth of 20cm was 25 degrees celcius.
The soil temperature at the base of the worm farm was 23 degrees celcius. This is an outstanding result and
shows that the worm farms can stand even extreme temperatures. Anyone interested in installing these highly
successful systems in their school should talk to their local Facilitator as the systems can be installed at a cost
outside Latrobe City.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY
Funds of up to $1000 are available for
ResourceSmart Schools in Gippsland.
Schools can use the funds to pay for items that
will help them become more sustainable such as
compost bins, lighting, door seals, educational
materials, books, plants etc.
The funding can also be used to pay for
incursions.
To find out more visit
http://gwrrg.vic.gov.au/for-schools/resourcesmart-schools
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NILMA, NILMA - how does your garden grow? by Simone Taylor
One of my favourite things to do when visiting Nilma Primary School is to take a turn in
their glorious kitchen garden. No matter the season, the garden is a hive of plant growth
and student activity. As many schools know, a well-functioning and thriving kitchen garden
year-round is a huge challenge. So how does Nilma Primary School do it? I met with
teacher and kitchen garden champion, Leanne Hodge, to discover the secrets to happy
plants, happy chooks and happy children.
Simone: How often do the children work in the garden and what do they do?
Leanne: Children work in the garden on a weekly basis. Activities include, garden
maintenance, weeding, maintenance of snail traps, turning over garden beds, watering,
pruning, harvesting, planting and plant propagation, and composting.
Simone: How often does cooking take place?
Leanne: Cooking takes place every 2nd week, with the grade 4 students. The children
harvest the ingredients from the garden and start cooking with it straight away.
Simone: How long has the garden program been running?
Leanne: The program is in its 6th year. The children love the program so much, we had to
make more room in the timetable for it!
Simone: What do you do with all of the garden and kitchen waste?
Leanne: All of the garden waste is chopped up and placed into our compost bins and worm farm. The
kitchen scraps are fed to the chooks.
Simone: Congratulations must go to you and the students for your successful application for a
Woolworths Junior Landcare Grant. Can you give us a brief overview of your project?
Annette (Principal): The project is focused on indigenous cultural literacy. There are three parts to our
project: local Aboriginal elders will be helping our staff to improve our indigenous cultural literacy. The
elders will also assist our staff and students with the development and planting of a bush tucker garden, as
well as the creation of an artwork of metal for the garden.
Simone: If you were to offer one piece of advice to schools wishing to start their own kitchen garden
program, what would it be?
Leanne: I think the best way is just to have a go. Keep things
simple. For example, just start with two little garden beds, and
then slowly build up when you have the capacity to do so. It is
great to bring the students along with you – get them to design
the garden and to make decisions about what you do in it. Try to
build partnerships with your parents and the local community.
They can assist with time, effort and donations. You also need
passionate staff that truly believe that being healthy and growing
and cooking with healthy food is an important part of growing up.
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GIPPSLAND GRAMMAR BAIRNSDALE
Time Lapse Gardening
Students have made a time lapse video of their
seedlings moving towards the sunlight in a Gippsland
Grammar classroom.
Teacher Todd Cook, who also co-ordinates the school’s
Green Team, has been doing some exciting things, such
as using an i-pad to make a time lapse video of newly
germinated seedlings.
The i-pad was set up facing the seedlings on the bench
near a sunny window, and left for the whole afternoon.
The result is this amazing video.
https://youtu.be/X4e2yj17I-o
Beck Lamble, the
ResourceSmart
Schools Facilitator
for East Gippsland
then led a
discussion with
the students about
phototropism.
The seedlings were
then planted in
the school’s veggie
gardens.

War on Waste
at Paynesville
A litter audit and wheelie bin waste
audit was undertaken last term by the
environmental coordinator Laura Owen,
and a small dedicated team of students.
Interest was evident at recess when many
students came to see what was going on,
and offered to help.
Their amazing effort found:
•

500g of recycling (not being recycled)

•

6.5 kg of general rubbish

•

6 kg of paper and cardboard (not being
recycled)

•

5 kg of food waste (not being given to
the chooks).

ST THOMAS PRIMARY SCHOOL - SALE
Waste Warriors at St.Thomas' have been speaking to students and staff about waste
and its sustainable disposal. Year 5 students, Charlotte, Bonnie and Tara are pictured
here showing to foundation students items that can be recycled in the big blue bins.
This term the team will be involved in organising worm farms and collection bins for
each class to recycle and reuse food and other waste that can be composted for use
in the schools gardens.

5.

GIPPSLAND ResourceSmart Schools

EQUIPMENT FOR LOAN
Did you know that we have some fabulous things you can borrow to support your ResourceSmart Schools
journey? Please contact us if you are interested in borrowing the following?
ENERGY
AUDIT KIT

THERMAL
IMAGING CAMERA
For use in working
out if you have air
leaks in rooms.

WILDLIFE NIGHT
VISION CAMERA
Set this up to
observe nature
at your school at
night.

BOOKS & GAMES
Habitat Game
Play this game with
your students.
Uno’s Garden Book
A great read for
schools before they
undertake an energy
audit.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Have you considered joining Environment Education Victoria?
EEV offers professional support to, and promotes the development
of, environmental education and sustainable behaviour change in
both the formal education and community settings.
EEV does this through delivering its own initiatives and encouraging
and supporting individuals and other groups whose environmental
and sustainability education approaches are consistent with its own.
For more information click here http://www.eev.vic.edu.au/
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THE SOIL SPONGE EXPERIMENT
Exploring Erosion and Water Quality
A super easy and fascinating experiment can be conducted in your
classroom to raise student awareness of water quality and the impact of
vegetation on preventing flood events. It can also begin a conversation
with students on the benefits of locking up carbon in the soil with deep
rooted plants.
The set up can utilize large plastic soft drink bottles, soil and grass seeds. You will need to set this up a
few weeks before you plan to do the experiment, as it may take a while to get the grass to grow. For the
experiment, you will need:
Soil/dirt		

Between 3-5 bottles or containers with a pouring top			

Grass seeds		

Stones (optional depending on how many bottles you want to set up)

Mulch			

Water measured out evenly for each container			

				

Containers to catch the water

The experiment is fairly self-explanatory, after growing the grass, various soil treatments are layered on
the soil and water is poured over the top. Both the amount and clarity of water from each container will
vary. The water should be measured evenly before pouring. Find out more...

A TIMELINE OF EARTH’S
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE
This new illustration from American
cartoonist Randall Munroe puts climate
change into perspective...
A timeline of the earth’s average
temperature since the last ice age
glaciation.
When people say “the climate has
changed before” these are the kinds of
changes they’re talking about.
Climate Change Council
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Heading into the UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration
The United Nations has declared 2021-2030 the decade of ecosystem restoration. The aim of the decade is
to massively scale up the restoration of degraded and destroyed ecosystems as a proven measure to fight the
climate crisis and enhance food security, water supply and biodiversity.
Restoring ecosystems will help countries deal with the impacts of climate change and biodiversity loss. Australia
has some of the largest species extinction of any country so our role is very important in restoring habitat.
José Graziano da Silva, Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
states that “Ecosystems are being degraded at an unprecedented rate. Our global food systems and the
livelihoods of many millions of people depend on all of us working together to restore healthy and sustainable
ecosystems for today and the future.”
Ecosystem restoration is fundamental to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, particularly those related
to climate change, poverty eradication, food security, water and biodiversity conservation. It is also a pillar of
international environmental conventions, such as the Ramsar Convention on wetlands and the Rio Conventions
on biodiversity, desertification and climate change.
So how can you restore ecosystems in your schools and community? The easiest way is to join your local Landcare
group or even better, set up a Junior Landcare Group at your school. Together, we can repair our ecosystems so
that we can live
in harmony with
the many species
that rely on diverse
and indigenous
vegetation for
survival.
Find out more...
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GRANTS & FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Victorian Landcare Grants 2019-2020
Project grants of up to $20,000 are available for on-ground works,
capacity-building, community education and engagement projects to
protect, enhance and restore Victoria’s land and natural environment.
Grants are open to all Victorian Landcare and other environmental
volunteer groups and networks with a focus on on-ground land and
natural environment improvement work.
Support grants of $500 are also available for new and existing groups.
Find out more...

Wettenhall Environment Trust
Grants are awarded four times a year – February, May, August and
November.
Small Environmental Grant Scheme
Providing support for people undertaking projects that will make a
positive difference to the natural living environment, in land, sea or air,
rural or urban.
Leadership Development Grants
Grants are awarded to individuals for professional development in their
field, particularly those involved in grassroots landscape restoration.
Find out more...

Grassroots organisations who contribute to
humanitarian, environmental and animal
welfare efforts in Australia and abroad are
encouraged to apply.
Only organisations with operating revenue less
than $1.5 million will be eligible for funding.
https://www.australianethical.com.au/
community-grants/
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EVENTS, CAMPAIGNS & ITEMS OF INTEREST
E-waste Banned From Landfill
1 July 2019
What is e-waste?
E-waste refers to any item with a plug, battery or
cord that is no longer working or wanted.
It covers a whole range of items from work, home and even the garden shed.
Did you know that e-waste is valuable?
•

At least 90% of a computer, television or mobile phone can be recovered and reused

•

Recycling captures valuable metals like copper, silver, gold, aluminium, as well as plastics and glass so they can be reused in the next wave of technology rather than mining or making new materials.

Recycling e-waste
To protect our environment and recover more precious resources, the Victorian Government is banning all e-waste from
landfill from 1 July 2019.
This means, recycling e-waste will become part of everyday life, an important part of minimising waste and maximising
resources.
Check with your local council for details or visit Sustainability Victoria

Student Web
Conferences by
Melbourne Zoo
• 25 July
		
• 8 Aug
		
• 22 Aug
• 12 Sept
		
• 17 Oct
		

Endangered Animals		
Plains-wanderer
Endangered Animals 		
Orang-utans
Women in STEM
STEM at the Zoo 		
Animals and Ethics
Endangered Animals 		
Leadbeater’s Possum

In this virtual learning experience, your students will:
• Hear from Zoos Victoria keepers about what we can
do to save endangered species
• Explore the value STEM skills to address real-world
conservation challenges
• Ask our zoo experts questions and learn how you can
help us fight extinction
• Continue their learning with additional information
and resources.
REGISTER NOW
10.
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CERES Curriculum Activities
CERES has a range of engaging curriculum ideas that you can use in your
classroom. They include topics such as biomimicry, keeping a weather journal,
protecting waterways and lifecycle analysis. All activities are supported with
student worksheets and teacher instructions.
The CERES Sustainability Hub also offers:
• Excursions and incursions
• Early childhood programs
• Student Environment Leadership Program
• Mobile Energy Classroom (festivals and events)
For more information go to:
https://sustainability.ceres.org.au/education-resources/curriculum-activities/

Don’t forget, adults are also
catered for. Take a look at the
courses & workshops on offer.

Win a recycled outdoor classroom
To celebrate the
launch of their new
recycling program,
Fairy and Ambi Pur
have teamed up
with Woolworths to
donate 5 outdoor
classrooms (incl
recycled components)
to 5 schools!
Plus, you’ll have the opportunity to earn 5x Woolworths
rewards points as part of the promotion.
Visit the Woolworths competition page

Solar in Schools

Planet Ark Power and equigroup have
collaborated to create a unique finance
package so Victorian Government schools
can obtain the savings offered by installing
solar, battery, storage and power quality
systems.
How to get involved
Visit the Planet Ark Power website

HOW
ABOUT
YOU?
Want to keep up to date on global
positive environment news?
https://planetark.org/news
Everyday Enviro with Elise Catterall
Favourite sustainability podcasts

It’s easy and will demonstrate to your community what you’re
doing to combat climate change to create a healthy future for
students. It might even encourage families to pledge to take
action also. A pledge can be made at
https://pledge.take2.vic.gov.au/pledge-titles//
11.

GIPPSLAND ResourceSmart Schools

WHAT’S ON?
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
THEME - AIR POLLUTION
World Environment Day 2019 will urge
governments, industry, communities, and
individuals to come together to explore
renewable energy and green technologies,
and improve air quality in cities and regions
across the world.
When: 5 JUNE 2019

WORLD OCEANS DAY
On World Oceans Day, people
around our blue planet celebrate
and honor the ocean, which
connects us all. Get together with
your family, friends, community,
and the planet to start creating a
better future. Working together,
we can and will protect our shared
ocean.
When: 8 JUNE 2019

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK

SCHOOLS TREE DAY

BIODIVERSITY MONTH

A great way to inspire your
students to learn about the local
environment while playing an
active role in their community.

Biodiversity Month is held in
September each year and aims
to promote the importance of
protecting, conserving and
improving biodiversity both within
Australia and across the world..

Tree Day activities can take place
on any date, you just need to
register when your activity will take
place.

When: SEPTEMBER 2019

When: 26 JULY 2019

KEEP AUSTRALIA
BEAUTIFUL

NATIONAL THREATENED
SPECIES DAY

This theme is a way for teachers
and their students to discover
past missions to the Moon and
space programs that have solved
some of the seemingly unsolvable
problems—and current and future
space programs, operations and
missions.

Keep Australia Beautiful Week
is held late August each year to
raise awareness about the simple
things we can all do in our daily
lives to reduce our impact on
the environment and encourage
action.

Threatened Species Day is when
we turn the spotlight on native
plants, animals, and ecosystems
that are under threat and reflect on
how we can protect them.

When: 10-18 JULY 2019

When: 19-25 AUGUST 2019

THEME - DESTINATION MOON

Stay tuned for more updates.

The day also celebrates the
amazing work done to save them
by passionate conservationists,
researchers, volunteers, and
community experts.
When: 7 SEPTEMBER 2019

click here
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RAQUEL HARRIS
ResourceSmart
Schools
Facilitator

YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORS

Raquel is the
RSS Facilitator for
Wellington Shire
Council.

Ph: 5625 0255 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Getting To Know You
When did you become interested in Sustainability?
My passion for sustainability stems from when I was a
young girl living near the beach and spending countless
hours in nature, swimming, fishing, hiking and camping
with my family. My mum’s parents were immigrants
who’s whole ¼ acre backyard was a vegetable patch.
Fresh food was always on the menu, they made
everything from scratch. Masses of preserves, pickles,
sauces and homemade wine lined my grandparents’
garage on shelves, like a shopping aisle.
What is your favourite part of your job role?

Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator

Peter Collins
Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste)
Latrobe City Council
Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5662 9324 | M: 0409 924 555
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
Rebecca Lamble
East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council

I don’t have a favourite part of my job as I find it all very
rewarding. I love to come back into the office after a
day at a school, kindergarten or event having taught
about rubbish/ recycling, worm farming, composting
or planting out the veg gardens, as its hands on and
there’s always interesting conversations with students.

Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au

How can we make a difference?

M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au

Every little step we make no matter how small will count
- every piece of litter we pick up, every time we use
less water or electricity, buy less and purchase with the
thought of what will happen to it when finished with it.
Do something every day- it will make a difference.
Who is your greatest sustainability hero?
Every child/ student or participant who ‘gets it’ when I
am educating is my sustainability hero. I love hearing
stories about how good they are doing the next time
I see them. They are our future leaders and change
makers and inspire me to keep getting out there and
doing the best I can. I did get to meet Costa from
Gardening Australia once (photo above) and he was
great to chat to as we both have a passion for worm
farming.

Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council

Alison Taylor
Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and
Bass Coast Shire Council
Ph: 5633 3335 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

