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Great Success - RSS Professional Development
Six schools across Gippsland played host to sixty four teachers who attended training in Best Practice
Sustainability in Schools facilitated by Environment Education Victoria.
The training included time for investigating a range of resources and also examples of schools who are
considered to be undertaking best practice sustainability on their campus. The teachers were also given tours of
the respective schools and learned about the sustainability programs that we being undertaken.
A highlight for teachers was the tour of Nagle College’s rainforest river restoration along the Mitchell River
and the beautiful vegetable garden at Nilma Primary School. Both schools have used their campus as a site for
environmental education and made a positive difference to their campus as a result.
Any teachers interested in materials presented on the day can email alison.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Far Left: A beautiful day
at Nilma Primary School
for the third of six
workshops held across
Gippsland.
Left: Nagel College
greenhouse.
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VCAL’s WAR ON WASTE!

Drouin Secondary College & Warragul Regional College
Year 11 VCAL students at two ResourceSmart Secondary Schools have been
waging war on their school’s waste.
The VCAL students at both Drouin Secondary College and Warragul Regional
College have used their allocated Personal Project time to conduct audits of
their school’s waste and put into place new reduce, reuse and recycle regimes.
The ResourceSmart Schools’ team in Gippsland has collaborated with the
VCAL staff at each school to create a War on Waste curriculum for the Year 11
VCAL students.
Each unit has included a waste audit, education about the reduce, reuse
and recycling options available to schools, development of a holistic waste
proposal that students can present to the school’s decision makers, and
behaviour change and education strategies that students can use to get
whole-school buy in.

Drouin Secondary College Year 11 VCAL
students sorting their school’s waste as part
of their War on Waste personal project.

The curriculum puts students at the centre of the unit, whereby students are
encouraged to be responsible for the generation of ideas and the decision
making in the process, as well as presenting their proposals to student and staff leadership teams for approval.

The rollout of new ideas in the secondary school environment can be
a tricky one, with the uptake of new procedures,
such as the implementation of a new waste strategy, requiring clear,
consistent and constant messages to the school body.
The VCAL students at both schools have been investigating how to maximise behavioural change of their students
and staff and have armed themselves with a varied arsenal of strategies, some of which include clear signage on
recycling bins about what can and can’t be accepted, the development of animal sculptures or “trash puppets”
made from common school recyclables and non-recyclables showing people visually what is recyclable and what
is not, and communication to students and staff at assemblies, during home room time and in school newsletters
about the school’s new waste reduction strategy.
As Craig Reucassel mentioned during his waste audit at Kiama High School during the popular second series of
ABC’s War on Waste, the school canteen can be a significant source of packaging waste that is difficult to recycle.
The Year 11 VCAL students at both Gippsland schools have been working with their canteen staff on ways to reduce
packaging waste or provide more environmentally friendly alternatives.
Rollout of the new waste strategies at each campus is still underway, with things set to be fully implemented by the
beginning of the 2019 school year. However, it is fair to say that once these students have unleashed their ideas
and actions onto their school grounds, both schools are set to reduce waste going to landfill by at least 50%.
If your school is interested in overhauling its waste policies and procedures, don’t hesitate to contact Gippsland’s
ResourceSmart Schools’ team. We are at the ready to help you engage in combat with the enemy that is your
school’s rubbish pile!
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AIRLY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Annual Harvest Lunch
Earlier in the month the whole school community
welcomed parents, guests and helpers for a special lunch.
The Harvest Lunch has become an annual event on the Airly
PS calendar which brings our school community together. It
is a chance for us to invite the many people who help us to
deliver our school program and say “Thank you”.
Kim McLaughlin, Koorie Engagement Officer also did a
session with our students and made ‘Johnny cakes’ prior
to the lunch, sharing her
indigenous culture.
Over $850 was raised from
the Cake Auction which is
amazing for 90 minutes of
bidding!

Bundy
Breakfast Club
In term 3, Bundalaguah Primary School’s
new School Breakfast Club began, providing
breakfast for students before school every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
The school is participating in the School
Breakfast Clubs Program. The Victorian
Government has partnered with Foodbank
Victoria to help ensure that all kids have
a healthy and nutritious start to the day.
Foodbank Victoria will now be delivering
regular free breakfast food to support our
school breakfast club.

Left: Produce grown from the school was used in the Harvest Lunch.
Right: A “planet earth cake” was made for the cake auction.
Below: The bee hotel, to be placed in the school’s garden to attract native bees.

Building a Bee Hotel
In September, 21 Airly
PS students joined
other junior cluster
school pupils for a fun
day at Loch Sport.
Students learned
how to catch bugs,
maintain a bee hive, use indigenous trees to encourage
insect populations and build bee hotels. The bee hotels will
be positioned around the school to attract native bees to
our school.
In term 4, students will be able to plant indigenous pollen
producing shrubs and flowers around our oval to encourage
native bee populations to our school. The bee hotels will be
audited by students in years to come.

The school breakfast club aims to ensure
that not only do all children have a healthy
start to the day, but will also have improved
concentration.
The food offered includes vita brits, milk,
baked beans, porridge and canned fruit. The
menu will be supplemented with other food
such as fresh fruit, smoothies and pancakes
on some mornings.

Eggs from the chooks have
been used to make pancakes.
Calls were made in the school newsletter for
families to donate excess of seasonal fruit for
the program.
The breakfasts are waste-free with reusable
cutlery, cups, plates and bowls all used
instead of disposable items going to landfill.
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COWS CREATE CAREERS - Bundalaguah Primary School & Nagle College
Bundalaguah Primary School and Nagle College welcomed
two dairy calves to their school campuses during August.
Through Dairy Australia’s Cows Create Careers – Farm
Module project, the students learned about dairy industry
careers in a very hands-on way: over three-weeks they
reared and cared for two three-week-old calves.
At Nagle it formed part of the Year 10 Agriculture Science
class project.
Local dairy farmer, Ron Cornall, who has supported Nagle
with this program for many years, taught the students how
to care for the calves, and demonstrated skills such as animal
husbandry, feeding and weighing.
Sally Roberts, Program Manager – Workforce Development
at Dairy Australia said that the innovative project shines a
light on the diversity of professional careers within Australia’s
vibrant dairy industry.

Bundalaguah Primary School’s fresian calves.

“Cows Create Careers allows students to
learn about the different skills required for
a career in the dairy industry in a fun and
hands-on way,” Sally Roberts said.

Nagle College student Abbey Morrison who
completed the program last year found the
experience inspiring. “It was a great experience
to do something different, and outside the
normal classroom. As a result of this program I
have agreed to raise a calf given to our farm.”
Upon completion of the project, students and
teachers will be recognised at an interactive
Presentation Day, where there will be industrybased games and prizes awarded to the
winning teams and schools.
For more information
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/farm/
people/dairy-education-and-careers

Feeding time at Nagle College.

4.

GIPPSLAND ResourceSmart Schools

KOONWARRA VILLAGE SCHOOL - The Importance of Getting in Touch
with Your Local Habitat
Foundation and Grade 1 Students at Koonwarra Village
School worked with ResourceSmart Schools Coordinator
Alison Taylor to learn more about the importance of habitat
during Term 3.
The students started by playing the “Habitat Game” and
then moved on to an activity called One Tall Tree which is
an outdoor activity where students study a tree and try to
identify as many species they can in each of the levels of
the tree.

Two examples from the group are here,
showing lots of spider webs, birds, ants,
koalas and worms.

The students learned how much biodiversity can
live in a single tree and how every tree we have is
important habitat to a variety of species
The students were also able to come up with a
range of strategies of how they can increase the
biodiversity and available habitat at the school.
Older students at Koonwarra Village School have
formed two green clubs and are working on
reducing their waste and increasing habitat through
the installation of a frog bog and nesting boxes.
Your local ResourceSmart Schools Facilitator can
run these activities at your schools with groups
of students and also help your school complete a
biodiversity audit.
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BUSTING MYTHS - Recycled Paper
When we start working on the waste module with schools, one of the sticking points can be the purchase of
100% recycled paper as buying recycled paper is seen as too expensive. In this article we want to bust that myth!

Based on ResourceSmart Schools data, schools use around
2 reams of paper per student per year.
Currently in a popular office supplies store non recycled Reflex paper is retailing for $24.95 per 500 sheets.
Recycled paper at the same store is $24.90, yes you read it right, in some cases recycled paper is actually
cheaper!
If you were going to purchase 100% recycled Reflex paper (made in Gippsland), you would pay $2 extra for 5
reams, which works out at an extra 80 cents per child per year to buy recycled paper of the same brand.
So a school with 300 students would pay an additional $240 per year for the same brand of paper but if you are
willing to look around it could easily be the same price.
Every twenty reams of paper use one tree, so with the average school with 300 students using 600 reams a year
that’s 30 trees per year saved every year just by making the switch to recycled paper.
Savings are also made in other areas as recycled paper uses half the energy required to make the paper, reduces
greenhouse gas emissions and water consumption. It’s an environmental win all round!

•

100% recycled post-consumer waste

•

Made in Australia

•

FSC Cert

•

ISO:14001

•

Carbon Neutral

•

PEFC

•

Chlorine Free

•

Sourced from plantations, native timber and
sawmill waste

•

Made in Australia

•

Certified to the Australian Forestry Standard

•

ISO 14001:2004

•

Carbon Neutral
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Refillable Whiteboard Markers
Thankyou to Brendan Cox from Warragul North Primary School
who alerted us to a great product which saves heaps of money
and also plastic going to landfill.
Auspen Whiteboard Markers are refillable and each bottle of ink
which costs $6.95 can fill 30 pens worth. The set above retails
for $53.95 but is equivalent to buying 180 whiteboard markers
which in our estimation would cost $450.
These pens will last for ages as you can even buy replacement nibs! For more information go to their
website: https://www.auspen.com/

What is e-waste?
E-waste refers to any item with a plug,
battery or cord that is no longer working or
wanted.
It covers a whole range of items from work,
home and even the garden shed.
Did you know that e-waste is valuable?
•

At least 90% of a computer, television or mobile phone can be recovered
and reused

•

Recycling captures valuable metals like copper, silver, gold, aluminium,
as well as plastics and glass so they can be re-used in the next wave of
technology rather than mining or making new materials.

Recycling e-waste
To protect our environment and recover more precious resources, the
Victorian Government is banning all e-waste from landfill from
1 July 2019.
This means, recycling
e-waste will become part of
everyday life, an important
part of minimising waste and
maximising resources.
Check with your local council
for details or visit
Sustainability Victoria

Above: 'Take Your E-waste To A Better Place'
A great video to use in the classroom.

During April, Sustaniability Victoria
launched its Energy Champions
Challenge.
The initiative is open to all schools
in Victoria and there is the chance
to win up to $5000 just by saving
electricity.
ResourceSmart Schools can join by
logging in at
https://secure.resourcesmartschools.
vic.gov.au/users/login
Other schools can join the
challenge by registering through
ResourceSmart Schools
https://secure.resourcesmartschools.
vic.gov.au/users/register
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GRANTS

EVENTS & COMPS

Flying Start - Jetstar Grant

Senior Environmental Science
Planning Day 2018

Jetstar’s Flying Start Program invites
community groups and organisations
across Australia to apply for a grant to
fund a project that will enrich the lives of
people in their local community.
Amount: Your project story could
receive a $30,000 grant.

Sponsorship Grants for Student
Science Engagement and
International Competitions
Sponsorship Grants for Student
Science Engagement and International
Competitions aims to support young
Australians to develop skills and
potential career opportunities in a field
of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM).
Amount: Up to $20,000

NEW LOOK

Sustainability Victoria has updated
the logo and style for ResourceSmart
Schools. You will notice a slight change
to some of the artwork in this newsletter
and on the RSS web pages.

For teachers of VCE Environmental
Science or Year 10 pathways courses.
Join Environment Education Victoria to
get ready for your 2019 classes.
When: 26 November, 10am – 3pm
Where: 60 Leicester Street, Carlton

World Soil Day
Soil is an essential resource and a
vital part of the natural environment
from which most of the global food is
produced.
The World Soil Day campaign aims
to connect people with soils and raise
awareness on their critical importance
in our lives.

12-18 NOVEMBER 2018
Planet Ark’s theme for National
Recycling Week 2018 is From Waste
War to Recycling Reboot. Explore
the impact of the War on Waste,
opportunities and positive waste
stories and the tools making it easier
for you to reboot recycling.
Click for further information.

When: 5 December

Where I Live Competition
ABC Education - create a 60-second
video about where you live,
describing what makes it special.
Entries close: 5pm 26 November 2018

A YEAR OF ACTION. A WEEK OF CELEBRATION.
Aussie kids take action and see the impact of positive everyday choices
for them, their school or centre, and our environment. Enviroweek gives
schools and students the chance to have fun while connecting with our
local environment and community. Be part of the solution.

2019 Steps to
Sustainability
Conference
This popular conference will explore
and showcase how schools are
implementing curriculum and
connecting their students to local
catchments and will align to the:
• United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals 14 Life Below
Water and 15 Life on Land
• ResourceSmart Schools program
Water and Biodiversity modules
When: 29 March 2019, 8:45am – 3:30pm
Where: Melbourne Zoo Parkville
Register before 28 February 2019
& be eligible to apply for a $500
Sustainability School Project grant.
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Getting
To Know
You

LYNDAL
PETERSON
ResourceSmart
Schools
Facilitator
& Strategic
Planner
Lyndal is the RSS
Facilitator for South
Gippsland and parts
of Bass Coast, and
a Strategic Planner
two days a week.

When did you become interested in
sustainability?
When I was little I’d often stay at my grandparents
house where we would get up early and go for a
long walk through the bush before breakfast just
looking at the environment around us.
I think this is where I my love for the environment
developed and grew.
What is your favourite part of your job/role?
There is nothing better than when you meet with a
team of kids at a school and they are so passionate
about what they are trying to do that you just know
that they have been talking about it to their teacher
constantly.
The idea of them being at home telling their parents
again that they have put their waste in the wrong bin
brings a smile to my face.
How can we make a difference to our local
environment and our world?
Don’t be put off by other people and what they think.
Remember every little bit counts no matter how
small.
Who is your greatest sustainability hero?
I don’t really have a hero. There is are many people
out there doing amazing work.
Hopefully as RSS facilitators we can inspire more
kids to do more amazing work in this area.

YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORS
Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator
Ph: 5625 0255 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Peter Collins
Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste)
Latrobe City Council
Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5662 9324 | M: 0409 924 555
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
Rebecca Lamble
East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council
M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
Alison Taylor
Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and
Bass Coast Shire Council
Ph: 5633 3335 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

