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WASTE MODULE ACHIEVED - Sale Primary School
CONGRATULATIONS to Sale Primary School, recently
awarded their Waste Module Certificate.
The school conducted an audit and came up with the
following priorities:
• Improved system for reuse of paper in classrooms,
work areas
• Improved signage
• Eating area to avoid litter being left in school
grounds
• Trashless Tuesday competition
• Information re using containers rather than
plastic, etc communicated at assemblies and
through Newslines
• One person responsible for weekly emptying of
recycled paper into paper skip
• Update sustainability policy
• Develop monitoring and evaluation strategies
• Student leadership group monitor own classrooms
• Visual monitoring of yard waste
• Annual rubbish audit.

The school have also been tracking their waste
generation over this period and achieved a significant
reduction over the period they have been involved in
ResourceSmart Schools.
They are now below the baseline which is the target
which is considered best practice.

Changes implemented by Sale Primary School have
resulted in a saving of 138m3 of waste and savings of
$4,180 since starting the ResourceSmart journey.
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WELCOME- New Schools
It is always great to welcome new schools to the ResourceSmart Schools family.
Currently, Gippsland ResourceSmart Schools has a membership of 72 schools (52 primary schools, 15
secondary schools, 2 specialist schools and 2 school camps). New schools this year are:
YINNAR PRIMARY SCHOOL
Teacher/Coordinator - Leanne Milsom

DROUIN SECONDARY COLLEGE
Teacher/Coordinator - Karly Goss

Leanne joined up to ResourceSmart Schools after
seeing the progress that Yinnar South were making
with their participation in ResourceSmart Schools.

Karly met with the ResourceSmart Schools team at
the Baw Baw Sustainability Festival.

Yinnar Primary School already has a fabulous
gardening program and is in the process of setting
up their School Green Team.
FISH CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL
Teacher/Coordinator - Damian Howard
The school joined up as a result of participating in
the Sustainable Schools Expo.

Karly is working with the VCAL students on making
Drouin Secondary College more sustainable.
DROUIN WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL
Teacher/Coordinator - Melanie Smith
WARRAGUL REGIONAL COLLEGE
Teacher/Coordinator - Eric Bott and Kasi
Campbell

Gippsland Sustainable Schools Expo
The fourth annual RCE Gippsland
Sustainable Schools Expo was
held in Inverloch in May this year.
Four hundred and fifty students
attended from fourteen schools
from around the South Gippsland
and Bass Coast region.
MC Will Tait highlighted the issue of plastic waste in our oceans with an interactive display and comedy. The
students also had the opportunity to participate in two workshops run by local environmental education
organisations.
Workshops included recycled art, reusable bag making and decorating, renewable energy, composting and
vegetable growing, birds and marine plastic. The event was fortunate to have access to some wonderful
presenters from the Bunurong Environment Centre.
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Bairnsdale Primary School & Nagel College - Focus on Water
Students in grade 5/6 at Bairnsdale Primary School have
been busy planning and preparing for an interactive water
activity to debunk the myth of commercial bottled water
being better than tap water.
Students will undertake a blind tasting of
water from five sources:
•

Bairnsdale tap water

•

Filtered Bairnsdale tap water

•

Rainwater

•

Australian bottled water

•

International bottled water (French).

Students develop their own criteria around what makes the
“best water.” Criteria is prompted to include such things
as clarity; taste; smell; cost; emissions (from energy used
to make bottles and transport); public health benefits (e.g.
additives such as fluoride).
Students then undertake a series of taste and observation
tests to work out which sample rates the best.
This activity was undertaken recently with year 9 EcoWarriors
from Nagle College, when Bairnsdale tap water and filtered
Bairnsdale tap water came out as the overall winners.
The downside of bottled water:
•

Discarded bottles are in the top 10 items littered in
Australia

•

Costs 100 times more than tap and 1,000 times more
than rainwater

•

5.6 - 10 MJ per L of energy is used to create the bottle
and transport it (often from overseas).

Nagel College
students conduct
taste-testing as part
of their EcoWarrior’s
sustainability program.

Yr 9 Eco Warrior Instagram
The Nagle College Landcare Project
involves Year 9 Eco Warrior students in the
stewardship of their environment adjoining
the Heritage Mitchell River.
Take inspiration from the team’s Instagram
page.
https://www.instagram.com/nagle_
rainforest_project

Classroom resources:
Yarra Valley Water - It doesn’t make sense to buy bottled
water
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3oAv0BjtN4
storyofstuffproject - The story of bottled water
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Se12y9hSOM0
Nagel College Eco Warriors Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/nagle_rainforest_project
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Nola Anderson
It was with sadness that we said farewell
to ResourceSmart Schools Facilitator and
Assessor Nola Anderson in April.

Gippsland Grammar
Green Team Challenge - Super Sunflowers
The Gippsland Grammar Primary School has been busy
over the summer holidays and during term one.
At the start of term one, students brought in their plants
to be measured and a judging session took place. As can
been seen above some of the students grew extremely
large sunflowers. Congratulations to all involved.

Nola has worked with the Gippsland Waste
and Resource Recovery Group for over nine
years and has formed strong relationships
with the schools that she worked with.
Nola was known for her great advice when
it came to compost and gardening and
supported many schools to establish their
own compost systems.
We will miss Nola’s passion for sustainability
and her every-day advice to help those
around her reduce their environmental
impact.

The benefits of sunflowers are they attract pollinators,
such as bees, insects and birds which eat other garden
pests. They also teach kids about what plants need to
grow, such as water, sunlight and soil. It’s an opportunity
to give kids responsibility with big rewards, and can be
fun to check during the day as the flowers follow the sun.
Clean Up Australia Day
On Friday 2 March 2018 the whole school participated
in Clean Up Australia day, where rubbish and litter
was picked up and sorted into recyclables and landfill.
Students targeted community spaces near their school.

Sustainability - spread
the word
Gippsland’s RSS facilitators
encourage you to spread the word
through your networks about
what’s happening at your school.
Let us know if there is a school
in your area that’s keen on
sustainability - we’d love to help!
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During April, Sustaniability Victoria launched its Energy
Champions Challenge.
The initiative is open to all schools in Victoria and there is the
chance to win up to $5000 just by saving electricity.
ResourceSmart Schools can join by logging in at
https://secure.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/users/login
Other schools can join the challenge by registering through
ResourceSmart Schools
https://secure.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/users/register
Gippsland’s Champion Stats
ResourceSmart Schools throughout Gippsland have made some
amazing savings over the past ten years (see right) when it
comes to energy use.
The more schools we have on board the more savings,
milestones, life-skills and fabulous experiences RSS can help
provide for Gippsland.

Quick guide to sustainable
office paper

Help your school fight the
war on waste

Have you ever stopped and considered
the environmental impact of the paper
you print with every working day?

Planet Ark’s free Business Recycling
Toolkit is now available to your
school!

Don’t worry, you’re not alone! That’s
why Planet Ark created a Quick Guide
to Purchasing Sustainable Office Paper
to help you get started.

It’s packed with ideas for reducing
waste, best ways to promote
recycling initiatives and buy more
recycled materials back.

Find more information via the Planet Ark newsletter - https://planetark.org/news/ or on their website.
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Growing Maths in the Garden Classroom
Would growing some of these get your maths
teacher involved in helping with the sustainability
program at your school?
Nothing like teaching maths such as the Fibonacci
Sequence and The Golden Ratio from the garden.
The Maths of Spirals - Fibonnacci
In nature a spiral is the most efficient way to pack
cells and plant structures so they get the most
light or the most contact with pollinators.
The Fibonacci spiral is a series of arcs whose radii
follow the Fibonacci sequence. This is where
each number equals the sum of the previous two
numbers 0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, and so on.
You find it in the number of spirals in the flowers
of a sunflower bloom, the scales of a pine cone
and the fleshy leaves of many “rosette-shaped”
succulents such as aloe.
Mix It Up - Maths for Lunch
Why not add a bit of geography, language and
cooking to the mix? In Italy the Romanesco
broccoli is called “cavolo romanesco”, cavolo
means cauliflower and “Romanesco” means from
Rome and it’s great in pasta, tossed with olive oil
and garlic, and sprinkled with toasted sunflower
seeds or pinenuts.

Top left - Romanesco broccoli		
Bottom left - Aloe			

Top right - Sunflower
Bottom right - Pine cone

Upcoming Dates and Events
MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

6-12 Int. Composting
Awareness Week

5 World Environment
Day

Plastic Free July

11-19 National Science
Week

21-27 National Volunteers
Week

8 World Ocean
Day

15 World Youth Skills
Day

21-27 Keep Australia
Beautiful Week

22 Int. Day for Biological
Diversity

18 UN Sustainable
Gastronomy Day

27 Schools Tree Day &
National Tree Day

Useful Link - CoolAustralia
2018 Event Calendar

6.

GIPPSLAND ResourceSmart Schools

Entries in the 2018 Victorian Premier’s Sustainability Awards –
which recognise individuals, communities, organisations and
businesses that are leading the way to a sustainable future – have
been officially opened.
The 2018 Premier’s Sustainability Awards categories are:
Built Environment
Community
Education
Envionmental Justice
Environmental Protection
Government
Health
Innovative Products or Services
Small and Medium Enterprises Large Business
http://www.sustainabilityawards.vic.gov.au/about-2

GRANTS & AWARDS
Nude Food Grant

Amount: Up to $5,000
Closes: 22 June 2018

Playground to Plate Grants Scheme
Amount: Up to $5,000
Closes: 15 June 2018

Zayed Sustainability Prize
Amount: Up to $100,000
Closes: 9 August 2018

TEACHER PD
Empathy, Ethics and Animals

Landcare groups are keen to connect with schools as soon
as possible for National Tree Day activities, to arrange for the
growing and/or ordering of plants and to book a planting activity.
If you already have a connection with a Landcare group please
let them know you are keen to participate in a National Tree Day
activity this year (Schools Tree Day Friday 27 July and National Tree
Day Sunday 29 July).
If you don’t have a current contact for Landcare please contact a
ResourceSmart Schools Facilitator for assistance.

22 June 2018 - Melbourne Zoo
Primary and Secondary teachers will
learn about the curriculum, find out
how other schools are teaching ethics
and hear real-life examples from Zoos
Victoria and RSPCA Victoria.

EarthEcho Expedition

1 - 5 October 2018
Join scientists and engineers to
learn more about the consequences
of coastal development and human
pollution, particularly plastics, along
Australia’s southern coast.
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YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORS
Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator

Getting To Know You
DIANNE COLLINS - Sustainability
Coordinator at Sale Primary School
I’ve always been interested in the environment
and became active in Landcare about 20
years ago. From the time I went to University I
gradually became increasingly conscious of the
importance of conserving the earth’s resources.
What is your favourite part of your job/role?
I love working with students outside, enjoying
nature, especially in our vegetable gardens
and seeing their joy as seeds grow into plants
and then produce food that we can eat. Often
children have never tried, or don’t think they like
some of the vegetables we grow, but when we
prepare them in interesting ways, they are often
amazed at how delicious they are.
What’s an achievement you’re most proud of?
Implementing recycling and introducing
sustainable practises across the school. Our
Sustainability Day and family rubbish-free picnic
lunch was a highlight last year.
How can students and teachers make a
difference locally and to the world?
We can all make a positive difference in the
world, starting with the choices we make every
day. The smallest things – refusing plastic bags,
riding your bike instead of driving, for example
– can make a difference. In the words of Paul
Kelly ‘From Little Things Big Things Grow’.

Ph: 5625 0255 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Peter Collins
Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste)
Latrobe City Council
Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5693 2462 | M: 0409 879 910
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
Rebecca Lamble
East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council
M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
Alison Taylor
Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and
Bass Coast Shire Council
Ph: 5633 3335 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Dianne Collins and students from Sale Primary School.
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