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REACHING FOR THE STARS
Yinnar South and Airly Primary Schools
Congratulations to Yinnar South and Airly Primary Schools who were recently awarded TWO STARS for their
outstanding efforts in actively engaging their school communities in sustainability.
The ResourceSmart Schools star system gives schools the opportunity to be awarded and recognised for the
changes they pursue to make in their school more sustainable. Each of the stars represents a level of achievement.
Schools can progress from 1 Star up to 5 Stars and move towards becoming a Leadership School.

Yinnar South Primary School
Accomplishments
•

Completed Core, Water and Energy Modules

•

Carried out water and energy audits that resulted in energy bills
significantly reducing through the replacement of old heating
with new effiencient heating

•

Fixed leaks and created a water garden attached to chicken shed

•

Constructed signage to encourage correct use of dual flush
toilets

•

In addition, the school has installed a butterfly garden, a frog
bog, and also has an extensive vegetable garden and is looking at
growing produce to sell to local restaurants.

•

Saved $20 per student through RSS.

“Completing the energy module led to a lot
of positive change within the school. As a
result of the audit a range of issues were
highlighted and rectified. We now have
energy efficient buildings and equipment.”
“Undertaking the [water] audit was very
educational for the students (and me) and
brainstorming interventions was a great
learning activity. Acting out the students’
plans provided an excellent hands-on
learning opportunity and allowed the
students to realise they can create positive
change.”
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AIRLY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Accomplishments
• Completed all of the modules, Core, Biodiversity, Energy,
Water and Waste
• Conducted an energy audit and made savings as a result
• Discovered whilst tracking their solar that their solar
system stopped working and were able to get it rectified
• Reduced waste generation, composting, embedded into
the curriculum to demonstrate the impact of waste on the
wider environment outside Airly
• Water Management Plan developed to ensure healthy
drinking water is available at all times (they are on tank
water)
• Incursions with Gippsland Water and Southern Rural
Water
• Frog bogs, lizard habitat, incursions from outside
organisations
• On their way to being a 5 star school
• Saved $174 per student through RSS.
“Undertaking the energy module has improved our
understanding and awareness of energy matters both at school
and in our homes.”
“Waste scraps from our cooking program and leftovers from
student lunches are composted for use when building new
garden beds or replenishing the vegie garden.”

Nilma PS - Sustainability
Sally Wins
Nilma Primary School students have had
success in two recent competitions with their
handmade scarecrow “Sustainability Sally”.
Sustainability Sally took out 3rd prize and
a cheque for $50 in the scarecrow building
competition at the 2017 Gippsland Garden and
Home Expo.
She followed that up with a win and a prize of
$200 in “Fashions on the Field” at the Gippy
Goat Café in Yarragon over the Melbourne Cup
long weekend.
Every student at the school contributed to the
design and construction of Sally. Most students
drew a picture with fabric pastels on a small
circle of material which was then added to Sally’s
body. The older students created her head, arms
and legs and put her together.
The students decided to name their scarecrow
Sustainability Sally, as the drawings they created
reflected the school’s Sustainability program.
Now safely back at school, Sally will take pride of
place in the school’s kitchen garden.

“We have developed a Water Management Plan to ensure our
school’s drinking water supply (tank water) is maintained to a
healthy level. Filters are changed regularly, gutters cleaned and
pipes flushed.”
“Art activities relate to life cycles of animals within school yard
and have given students pride in their activities when displayed
at local events.”

Sustainability - spread the word
Gippsland’s RSS facilitators encourage you to
spread the word through your networks about
what’s happening at your school.
Let us know if there is a school in your area
that’s keen on sustainability - we’d love to help!
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St. Paul’s Grammar - Indigenous Education
St. Paul’s Grammar School, Traralgon
Campus, has the rare privilege of having
an Aboriginal Scarred Tree located within
its’ grounds.
St Paul’s takes the opportunity to include
indigenous education in the curriculum
by engaging with local indigenous elders,
such as Cultural Hub Manager of the
Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal
Corporation (GLaWAC), Grattan Mullet.
Grattan teaches them about Scarred
Trees using this and other examples.
The school has sought to have the
Scarred Tree recognised and to protect it
from any future land development in the
area.
They also are protecting the health of
the tree by improving the surrounding
biodiversity through the establishment of
an understory of indigenous plants.

Aboriginal Scarred Tree
Aboriginal Scarred Trees are trees that have been scarred by Aboriginal people
through the deliberate removal of bark or wood.
There are numerous reasons why Aboriginal people took bark from trees, as
it was a versatile and plentiful material that could be used for a wide variety of
purposes, including shelter materials, watercraft, containers and many other
artefacts.
The future protection of scar trees needs to be ensured as they are significant
evidence of Aboriginal occupation in what is now a highly modified agricultural
landscape. They can tell us much about the past Aboriginal activities in the area
where they are located, which can help us understand and preserve information
about Aboriginal culture and the way in which it interacted with the environment.
Scarred Trees are generally always thought to be more than 100 years old.*
* Scarred Trees – An identification and recording manual” prepared for
Aboriginal Affairs Victoria by Andrew Long, February 2003.
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Morwell Central - Wins The
War On Waste
Morwell Central Primary School opened this
year as an amalgamation of three Morwell
Schools.
The school set to work quickly after joining
up to the ResourceSmart Schools program to
organise a best practice waste system.
To start with however they started up a
school green team which took over the
management of the ResourceSmart Schools
program in the school.
Working alongside Peter Collins from Latrobe City Council, the students installed five worm farms and also
conducted a waste audit to see how students were going putting their waste into the correct bin.
As a result of the waste audit, the students have designed an education campaign to make sure that students
are disposing of their waste correctly. One part of the campaign was to design stickers for the bin system that
represented the kinds of waste they found in the audit. With assistance from Latrobe City Council, they were
able to print the stickers and put them on the bins.
Students at the school also have developed a system for emptying and cleaning the compost bins for the
worm farm and there is already an amazing amount of compost being produced. The green team has done
an incredible job of showing leadership at the school and were recently awarded ResourceSmart Schools
certificates at the school assembly by Alison Taylor, Coordinator of the ResourceSmart Schools program in
Gippsland.
Next year the school hopes to install wicking beds and begin a program of creating more biodiversity at the
school. ResourceSmart Schools Coordinator Alison Taylor says “with a green team of 19 motivated students, the
school has already achieved so much and I look forward to seeing the great things they do next year”

Maintenance regime makes for success
Latrobe City Sustainability Officer Peter Collins installed five worm farms at
Morwell Central Primary late last year and was pleased that teacher Penny
Solomon followed his suggested maintenance regime over the holidays to
enable an increase in the worm population.
Peter estimates that the five-bin system – a separate bin for food scraps
for each day of the week – can divert around 10,000 litres of organics from
landfill each year (based on 41-week school term).
Note: Being under trees for shade, the bins collected an interesting “pattern” during the holidays.
During term they are washed down inside and out by the students as part of their weekly maintenance program.
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Clean Up Australia Day
Schools Clean Up Day began in 1992 with
students collecting and removing rubbish in
their local environment.

Bairnsdale Primary School
Green Team
The Green Team at Bairnsdale Primary School had a
busy time at the end of last year. They ran a nude food
competition and the class representatives from each grade
helped their teachers record the number of waste free
lunch boxes.
The following message is an example of those sent home
in the new on-line school newsletter (which is another way
the school has cut-down on paper use).

Apart from making a visual and environmental
difference it focusses students on the impact
of rubbish and why it is important to dispose
of items responsibly.
Tuesday 27 Feb - Business Clean Up Day
Friday 2 March - Schools/Youth Clean Up Day
Sunday 4 March - Community Clean Up Day
How can your school get involved?
1. Identify a site that needs a clean-up eg.
parks, beaches – perhaps liaise with your
local council to select a site
2. Visit this website and enter your details.
Upon registering, Clean-up Australia will send
you a free starter pack of materials, including
gloves, bags and safety information.
Make the most of Clean Up Australia’s online
learning resources to make running the day
fun and easy for all involved!
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au

The grade 2 green team representatives announced the
winners of the nude food competition at the whole school
assembly on 11 December 2017.
The competition ran over a few weeks and lunch boxes
were checked and tallied. And CONGRATULATIONS to Mr
Hathaway’s grade five class who were the winner’s again.
The green team were also excited to play the habitat game
with their Facilitator and came up with many good ideas to
help provide habitat for all the local animals – from planting
seedlings, installing nest boxes and locking up your cats at
night time!

Keep Victoria Beautiful
Active Schools Award
This award recognises Victorian schools
for outstanding sustainability achievement,
sustainable practices, reducing their
environmental impact and leading the
community by example.
https://www.kvb.org.au/tidy-townscategories/#active-school
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Start Your Year With Some Easy Audits
Auditing to determine the current situation is a good place to start
to set the school up for good sustainability practices. Once you
know what is happening, ideas from students, staff and parents can
be prioritised for implementation.
Added them to the SEMP (School Environment Management Plan)
with some suggested timelines and who might be responsible for
actioning them to achieve the anticipated improvements.

Energy

Water

•

Is there a set temperature range for air
conditioners? Summer room temperatures are
best in the 24° to 26°C range. Every 1°C colder will
use between 5 and 10% extra power, AND turning
the dial to very cold will NOT cool a room faster,
but will put extra demand on the motor and use
more power!

•

•

Is there signage required on the buckets/bins
(especially pictorial for the younger students) to
identify what goes in which bin?

•

Are there monitors to ensure doors are shut when
air conditioners are in use and are units turned off
in empty rooms?

•

Where is there a need for compost bucket - ie. in
close proximity to eating areas? Is there a system
for emptying them to a compost or worm farms?

•

What temperature is your hot water set at?
A maximum of 55°C is a recommended setting.

If you would like assistance please contact your
ResourceSmart Schools Facilitator, see pg 11.

Is the Green Team or maintenance personnel
checking there are no leaking taps?

Food and Compost

Autumn’s Great For Biodiversity Audits
Our ResourceSmart Schools Facilitators have determined that autumn
is a great time to undertake a biodiversity audit within your school
grounds. Why? Students find it easier to distinguish between a native and
introduced tree based on autumnal colours.
While this is not a 100% accurate determination because, for example,
conifers do not change colour, it is a good guide. In addition, it provides
an opportunity for discussion on why introduced species lose their
leaves for winter while this is not an issue for Australian natives.

Nagle College Rainforest - re-introducing nationally
threatened Warm Temperate and Gallery Rainforest.

If you need assistance with a biodiversity audit please contact your ResourceSmart Schools Facilitator. The audit also can
lead to student discussion on what could be done to improve the school’s biodiversity and even potential plantings in the
wider community eg. for National Tree Day.
We also have a game called the Habitat Game that schools can borrow that relates to habitat loss and can stimulate
discussion on subjects as diverse as the web of life; sustainable development; types of plant materials and what can be
made with them; ethics etc.
Our Facilitators can run the game with your students and you are also welcome to borrow a habitat game kit.
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Resource
Smart
Workshops
COMING
SOON

Update Your School Data for 2018
Log in to your ResourceSmart Schools Online Account and update
your School’s Settings.
1. Annual School Data – teacher & student numbers; buildings
(new or portables removed?).
2. SEMP (School Environment Management Plan) – check
progress on previous proposed items. Move achieved items
across and as a school set new goals/wishes & plan for how,
who and when they might be achieved.
3. Biodiversity Audit – an annual requirement – suggestion is
to use an acetate overlay to mark in new plantings, removed
items or garden and ground surface changes so you don’t have
to start from scratch each year.
4. Billing Data – confirm collection/copying/scanning of accounts
as they are to hand and who inputs the data. Make sure you
get copies of any accounts not yet uploaded before the office/
administration staff archive the 2017 school accounts.
5. Update Users – teachers – delete any who have left/add
additional teachers to the list; students – any left the school/
new Green Team members perhaps to add.

TERM TWO
2018
Three ResourceSmart Schools
professional development training days
will be held across Gippsland second
term 2018.
These sought-after workshops assist
school sustainability coordinators and
teachers to implement the journey
within their school.
CRT will be available for one teacher
per school for the first 15 registrations
for each workshop.
The sessions will be held at a
ResourceSmart school to enable
schools to learn from one another.
Workshop dates and topics will be
confirmed soon.

6. Passwords – keep the same password for all students.
7. Green Purchasing Policy – Year 1, make it easy by identifying
what is readily achievable then, annually, identify any additions
the school can achieve/afford. Upload new copy.
8. Schedule Dates - for the annual energy, biodiversity and waste
audits. If you would like assistance with audits contact your
ResourceSmart School Facilitator to arrange a suitable date.
If you have any trouble updating your details, please contact your
Facilitator so that they can assist you (see pg 11).

Always a great source of information
and inspiration. Fabulous resource for
teachers and schools.
http://www.eev.vic.edu.au/
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Great Partnerships With Your
Local Landcare Group
Many Gippsland schools participate in Planet Ark’s Schools’ National
Tree Day – some with councils; some independently and others with
community groups.
ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland would love partnerships between
our ResourceSmart schools and local tree planting groups, such as
Landcare, to continue to develop and thrive.
We have partnered with the West Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority, which (along with the other Catchment
Authorities) oversees Landcare groups in Gippsland, to help connect
ResourceSmart schools with their local Landcare group and to foster
positive relationships between them.
As a first step (and if you aren’t already connected), we would like to
gauge your interest in connecting with your local Landcare group.
A connection could mean many things, including tree planting, seed
collection, educational visits, activities and presentations or anything
that your school and local Landcare Group can come up with!
Interested in making this valuable connection for your school?
Please contact your local ResourceSmart Schools Facilitator, details
on page 11.

Momentum Energy is partnering
with Junior Landcare to fund 200
sustainability or environmental
projects in Victoria in 2018.
Applications for the $1000 grants
close on 22 March.
Judges are looking for projects
that involve young people caring
for their natural environment,
such as:
•

veggie or bush tucker gardens

•

composting or recycling
projects

•

other innovative, sustainable
ideas.

https://landcareaustralia.org.au/
junior-landcare/grants/

Connect & Order Now For National Tree Day Activities (July 2018)
Landcare groups are keen to connect with schools as soon as possible for National Tree Day activities, to arrange
for the growing and/or ordering of plants and to book a planting activity.
If you already have a connection with a Landcare group please let them know you are keen to participate in a
National Tree Day activity this year (Schools Tree Day Friday 27th July and National Tree Day 29th July).
If you don’t have a current contact for Landcare please contact a ResourceSmart Schools Facilitator for assistance.
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Schools Save Money By
Tracking Leaks
Water bills usually arrive three times a year, which is fine
unless you have a leak that is not readily identifiable via
leaking infrastructure e.g. toilets, drinking bubblers or a
very wet patch in the school yard!
Winter disguised a leak under a path at one of our
ResourceSmart schools. Then, during a period of no rain
a parent noted part of the path remained damp and
alerted the school’s administration, which initiated an
investigation.
The arrival of the winter water bill identified the extent of the leak. Consumption was 5.27kL/day higher than the same
period the previous year, resulting in an additional 640kL water and an increase of $3692 in the bill!
The school’s bill for waste water charges was $1102 more than the provision of the fresh water, which led to an
investigation of waste water charges.
The school’s provider calculates the Waste Water Volumetric Charge using a formula based on the amount of water
(over a set base volume) used at the premises, multiplied by the cost per kl, times a percentage figure relative to the
type of business (not all providers use this method). Fortunately, the provider has a reclaim system the school accessed,
based on identification and repair of the leak, signed off by a plumber, as it acknowledges that due to the leak it did not
actually treat the leaked water.
ResourceSmart Schools provides an opportunity to get students involved in resource use. They could check meter
readings on a regular basis, say weekly, and calculate how much has been used. Alternatively, schools can sign up to the
Schools Water Efficiency Program (SWEP) www.myswep.com.au for the installation of a data logger and receive reports
on usage and alerts for sudden changes. SWEP also has lesson plans that can be used by participating schools.
Doing the ResourceSmart Schools Water Module provides an opportunity for the students to read their home water
metres and focus on what the household uses water for and where potential savings could be made if usage is high.

Create Change with the Right Communications – Online PD
Communication is a powerful tool for increasing people’s support and participation in a change initiative.
Cool Australia has developed a two hour, online, selfpaced, accredited PD from which you can learn how to:
•
•
•
•

identify the values that shape people’s attitudes
about change
teach and use an effective communication
framework
create your own communication plan
use what you’ve learnt in your teaching and in
your service, school or organisation.

Curriculum links are:
• Foundation to Year 10: Civics and Citizenship,
goal setting, creating change
• General capabilities: Critical and Creative
Thinking, Personal and Social Capability, Ethical
Understanding
• Cross curriculum priorities: Sustainability
https://learn.coolaustralia.org/course/create-changecommunication-cc005/
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FROGS COUNT!
Croaks, whistles, bleats
and barks - every frog
species makes a different
sound!
By recording a frog call
with Australian Museum’s
new app, FrogID, you can
discover which frogs live
around you and help us
count Australia’s frogs!

Photo - Australian Museum

www.frogid.net.au

Handy Calendar
Of Events

Climate Change Pledge
Why not get your school to make a
climate change pledge?
Delivered by Sustainability Victoria,
TAKE2 is the state’s collective
climate change program supporting
individuals, government, business and
other organisations to help our state
achieve net zero emissions by 2050.

It’s VERY useful 2018 School Calendar lists days of significance
that schools can use to link with their curriculum.

It’s easy and will demonstrate to your
community what you’re doing to
combat climate change to create a
healthy future for our kids.

www.coolaustralia.org/2018-calendar-school-events/

		

Cool Australia is a great resource for schools and teachers.

www.take2.vic.gov.au

Professional Development
Join over 170 teachers, parents, local
government officers and educators to
experience a wide variety of school
sustainability examples and experiences
including state, catholic, independent, ELC,
Primary, Secondary, metro and regional
schools.

Steps to Sustainability
Conference 2018

Presenters are from schools and early learning
centres who have recently started on their
sustainability journey through to those who
have been the leaders for numerous years.
Explore a variety of the Zoo’s educational
spaces so be ready for walking and for
glimpsing ‘behind the scene’ experiences.

Melbourne Zoo - Leopard Lodge
8.45am - 3.30pm, Friday 2 March, 2018
$70 + gst and online booking fee (incl. entry, morning tea & lunch)
For further information and to register - www.zoo.org.au/education/events/steps-to-sustainability-2018
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YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORS
Simone Taylor
Baw Baw Facilitator

Getting To Know You
ALISON TAYLOR - Coordinator
ResourceSmart Schools, Gippsland
Alison has been working in the role for four
years. She is passionate about creating a
more sustainable future for generations to
come and she is inspired by the work of
schools in Gippsland.
What is your favourite part of your job/role?
By far, my favourite part of the job is working
with students to create change. I remember
that time as a student feeling like I wanted to
make a difference, so I look for those moments
when I can help to empower someone to
believe that they can too.
What do you think is the most important
issue in sustainability?
I think one of the greatest things that we need
to work on is the connection that people have
to the planet and their understanding of the
impact that humans can have. If we truly start
acting like guardians of the planet then any
specific issue can be resolved.
How can students and teachers make a
difference locally and to the world?
The first step to take is to get to know your
environment and have a good look as to what
needs to be done. Being creative and making
the behaviour that you want to achieve easy to
do are important factors that lead to success.

Ph: 5625 0255 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Peter Collins
Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste)
Latrobe City Council
Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
Lyndal Peterson
South Gippsland Facilitator
South Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5693 2462 | M: 0409 879 910
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
Rebecca Lamble
East Gippsland Facilitator
East Gippsland Shire Council
Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
Raquel Harris
Wellington Shire Facilitator
Wellington Shire Council
M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
Nola Anderson
Facilitator and Assessor
Gippsland Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Ph: 5633 3337 | M: 0448 172 882
Nola.Anderson@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
Alison Taylor
Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and
Bass Coast Shire Councils
Ph: 5633 3335 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Alison with Grade 6 students at Bass Valley PS.
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